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Brighten the night

1  BLACK DIAMOND 
VOYAGER
FLAWLESS GEM
Need to answer the call of nature? 
Just unhook this lantern from the tree 
where it’s hanging, flick the switch 
and it becomes a torch. The Voyager 
is compact: In storage mode it’s 
about the size of a roll-on deodorant 
stick; when in use it’s as big as a Black 
Label man-size can. It runs on four AA 
batteries and delivers a maximum of 
75 lumens. On the brightest setting 
it will run for 13 hours, but it can be 
dimmed to prolong the battery life.  

Whether you’re pitching a tent halfway up Kilimanjaro or lighting a braai in 
the campsite at Satara, one thing is universal: When the sun sets, you can’t see. 

Here are some of the best lamps to bring back the light.

4  DIETZ KEROSENE 
LANTERN
OLD FAITHFUL
This fellow doesn’t need much of an 
introduction: The light of choice in 
rural Africa for the past century or  
so is still going strong. 

Granted, it’s not very bright and 
it’s a bit of a mission to maintain, but 
for ambience and old-school cool, 
you can’t beat it. 

Watch it for the first few minutes 
after you light it: Funny things can 
happen with the wick resulting in 
billowing smoke… It comes in three 

 BATTERY-POWERED  In the past, Ds and AAs were only good for torches, but with the advent of energy-efficient LEDs you 
can now use them to power area lights and small spotlights. 

 BURN, BABY, BURN!  Granted, they might not be as bright or economical to run as their more modern rivals, but a light that 
relies on a real flame will always be more ambient. I don’t know about you, but camping’s not camping without some fire. 
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sizes – we tested the medium.
R120  sportsmanswarehouse.co.za

5  CADAC ULTRA-LITE
HISS-TASTIC
There’s something evocative about 
the hiss of a gas lamp… This one 
may have a state-of-the-art ignition 
system (although I battled a bit to 
get it to work) and may deliver a 
300-candlepower light, but it still 
makes that reassuring sound. 

Attached to a 1,2 m extension 
pole (R150), it makes a nice standing 
light –the same extension can 

be used to raise your cooking 
plate. That said, there are lots of 
drawbacks to gas: The mantle is 
brittle and has to be burnt in before 
use; the glass is delicate and has to 
be transported very carefully; and 
the price of gas is exorbitant. 
R300  sportsmanswarehouse.co.za 

6  BUSHLITE
NO MORE BLOWING IN  
THE WIND
Nobody seems to have told Elton 
John about the Bushlite… It was 
invented in Zimbabwe about 

20  years ago and because of its glass 
casing, neither its legend nor its 
flame will burn out anytime soon. 

It features a spring-loaded candle 
tube that keeps the candle at a 
constant height, giving you five 
hours of light from a single candle!

Obviously it doesn’t make much 
light, but it’s a lovely little gadget. 
If you spend an extra R165 on the 
carry case and candle box, they’ll 
throw in a clip that allows you to fit 
a standard mozzie pad above the 
flame. Very clever.
R295  redair.co.za

A cheaper version is available 
without the torch and there are also 
bigger, brighter models – without  
the torch function.
R460 distributed by  

 rammountain.co.za 

2  JOBY GORILLA TORCH
I’M STILL STANDING
I’m not sure why they call this a torch; 
it’s more like a spotlight. It features 
the trademark Joby tripod, which 
means you can plonk it on the table 
or wrap it around the bakkie’s bull 
bar. It runs on three AA batteries 

and provides a light that is definitely 
brightest at the centre but still covers 
quite a wide area. At its brightest it 
delivers 65 lumens; on this setting 
your penlights will last for 20 hours. 
To save power, there are six different 
settings that are easily selected by 
turning a dial. 
R275 distributed by  

 singerphoto.co.za 

3  EGEAR 10-DAY LANTERN
GENTLE GIANT
The 10-Day Lantern is the big daddy 
of battery-powered lanterns. Not 

only can it deliver a whopping 160 
lumens, it does so for 40 hours! It’s 
also fully adjustable, offering eight 
different power settings. 

However, it requires four D cells 
to operate, making it heavy and 
expensive to run. Changing the 
batteries is also quite a pain, as 
they’re housed in a cartridge that has 
to be fully removed and reinserted.  
Rechargeable D cells are available 
but they can be problematic. If you 
want something easier, get a lantern 
that uses penlights. 
R300  capeunionmart.co.za
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A standing lamp
and a torch? Genius.

Hang this from a branch
over your braai so you know 
when to turn the chops.

At full power,
this lamp is
so bright you’ll 
need sunglasses.

Although it’s called a 
Kerosene Lantern, it runs off
paraffin – kerosene and 
paraffin are the same thing!

A gas lamp makes sense if 
you already have a cylinder 
for cooking. Otherwise 
you’ll have to shell out 
about R500 for a Cadac 7 kg.

The mozzie-pad clip 
is a nifty addition, but 
be careful when you’re 
handling it – it gets 
seriously hot.

ED’S
CHOICE

ED’S
CHOICE
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7  EARTH POWER LED 
FLOODLIGHT
DON’T MUCK ABOUT
If you’re after a romantic vibe in  
the campsite, this might not be  
the light for you. But if seeing  
what you’re doing is a priority, it’s 
perfect. Although it’s only a 10 W 
bulb, it packs a punch equivalent  
to a 150 W halogen floodlight –  
930 whopping lumens! 

It’s available in 220 V (for your 
driveway or braai area) but the 
12 V version is better for travelling. 
Stick one on the side of your bakkie 
or caravan and leave it there as a 
permanent fixture. You’ll need to 

know a bit about electricity to wire 
it up but if you’re really clueless, the 
guys at Earth Power will be happy 
to help you out for a fee. Available in 
“warm” and “cool” white.
R315  earthpower.co.za 

8  ZARTEK RECHARGEABLE 
LANTERN
SMALL BUT EFFECTIVE
The Zartek is a bit different to the 
other lamps featured in this section, 
as you charge it during the day 
(using a car cigarette lighter or mains 
electricity) then disconnect it for  
use at night. 

It’s only slightly bigger than a tub 

of Rama but despite this delivers 120 
lumens of very even light (there’s 
only one power setting) and does  
so for five hours straight when  
fully charged. 

It takes 12 hours to charge fully, 
which is fine if you’re doing a lot of 
driving or you have access to mains 
power in your campsite. If not, 
consider something else.
R190  capeunionmart.co.za 

9  EARTH POWER LED 
STRIP LIGHT
SOFT AND SIMPLE
Strip lights are sold by the metre 
and run off 12 V. They’re extremely 

10  LUMI LED SOLAR 
LANTERN
NO CABLES REQUIRED
This is a fuss-free solar-powered 
option. The built-in panel eliminates 
the need for cables – to charge it  
you just leave the whole thing in  
the sun. Once night has fallen, 
simply choose one of the two 
power settings and voilà, let there 
be light. It’s so small you can take 
it to the sink at the back of the 
ablution block to do the washing  
up after dinner. 

The battery takes two hours 
to recharge fully and provides six 
hours of continuous light. It can 

also charge your cellphone, if your 
phone uses a USB cable.
R330 from Lumi;  led-lights.co.za 

11 BUSH BABY DYNAMO 
LANTERN/TORCH
TURN CALORIES INTO LUMENS
Dynamo torches have been around 
for yonks, but they always required 
painful amounts of effort and didn’t 
shed much light in return. The 
Bush Baby uses five LEDs to power 
its torch component and 12 LEDs 
for the lantern, and it’s actually 
surprisingly efficient. A minute or  
so of winding results in a light that 
you could read by for at least as 

long as it takes to fall asleep. 
The kids will love cranking it and 

it will never run out of charge. At a 
price like this, it’s worth keeping one 
in your emergency kit.  
R120  sustainable.co.za

12  BETTA SOLAR-POWERED 
LED LIGHT
BETTA THAN ESKOM
This system was designed for low-
income rural dwellings, but it works 
just as well in a campsite. The panel 
can be mounted permanently on 
the roof of your bakkie where it will 
withstand the elements for years. 

 USE YOUR CAR BATTERY  LED lighting has transformed the outdoor market to the point where you can quite easily use 
your car battery to power a couple of different lights for a whole evening without even coming close to running it dry.

 NO BATTERIES REQUIRED  There’s something gratifying about relying on the sun or your own muscle power to create 
light. These days, solar-powered lights can compete with the best. Once you’ve made the initial investment, they don’t cost a cent to run.
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versatile: A short piece will light up 
the inside of a trailer; a 5 m length will 
illuminate your whole campsite. 

Due to the fact that it’s made up 
of lots of weak LEDs strung over a 
distance, a strip light is both subtle 
and effective. Just remember that 
each separate strip will have to be 
hooked up to your battery, so try to 
keep things continuous. 

The strips can be used sommer, 
or Earth Power can put them in a 
mountable plastic and aluminium 
casing for about R100 per metre. The 
strip I tested draws 2,4 W per metre 
and is rain-resistant. 
R75 for 5 m  earthpower.co.za
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However, the battery pack and lamp 
itself must be kept indoors. This isn’t 
really an issue – the colour-coded 
cables clip in and out easily. The 
LED light bulb will last 20 years (if 
you don’t drop it) and provides light 
equivalent to a 60 W bulb. 

An added bonus is the variety of 
adaptors to charge any cellphone. 
The battery takes only two and a half 
hours of sun to get enough charge 
for one night’s use and the whole 
system fits into a cardboard container 
about as big as a shoebox. 

A two-lamp version is also 
available for about R800. 
R570 from Lumi;  led-lights.co.za

Rig up one of these and you 
can play a day-night cricket 
match in the campsite!

This is an excellent rechargeable 
lamp if you know you’ll have access 
to reliable power. If you’re heading 
deep into the bundu, rather get 
something solar-powered.

This strip light is backed with 
double-sided tape so you can 
mount it just about anywhere.

When the designer 
of this light asked his 
mates what colour it 
should be, the decision 
was unanimous – camo!

This is an inexpensive back-up 
light to keep in your cubbyhole 
in case of emergencies.

Hang this bulb from the 
ceiling of a family tent and 
you won’t stumble over each 
other in the dark.

ED’S
CHOICE

ED’S
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MY STUFF

 I never travel without… A sand shovel. Winelands 4x4 in Somerset 
West make a nice one with a shortened handle and a big bucket, which 
is easy to store. Its official purpose is to dig the Landy out of sand, but in 
reality it spends more time moving coals, killing fires before we go to bed 
and digging bush toilets.

Now that the two little girls come with us, we always take a potty along. 
This sits right next to the tent door at night, as we wouldn’t want them 
wandering off into the veld in the dark.

 My favourite light… I have LED strip lights on the inside of my boot 
that illuminate my shelving system, and another strip on the aluminium 
storage box on my roof. 

 Biggest waste of money… I have a garage full of redundant gear, 
but if I had to choose one thing it would be awnings. If it’s hot we park 
under a tree for lunch and if it’s sweltering we just keep on driving and eat 
in the comfort of aircon.

What is it? It’s a hydration-ready backpack 
that includes an easily accessible camera 
bag and a special tripod storage system, 
with enough space (apparently) for a small 
tent, an air mattress, a sleeping bag, clothes 
and cooking provisions. 

It comes in two sizes – 35 ℓ and 45 ℓ. The 
smaller bag has space for a pro camera and 
one extra lens; the bigger version can hold  
a pro camera, four extra lenses or flashes and 
a 15-inch laptop. 

Why would you want it? Because 
you won’t have a cumbersome camera 
bag hurting your neck and a backpack 
crippling your spine while you’re climbing 
Seweweeks Peak. With this bag you can 

take your photography kit to remote places, 
all the while keeping your back relatively 
unscathed thanks to its trampoline-style 
suspension system.

The verdict: It’s not cheap, but it’s darn 
good. I would have liked the option of 
a slightly bigger bag – say 60 ℓ – as the 
current options are only good for overnight 
hikes… Unless you have a companion 
who’s happy to carry everything else while 
you lug the cameras.

Price: R2 800 distributed by Singer 
Photographic;  singerphoto.co.za

– Nick Dall

Wherever you go, 
your camera goes
If you’re a back-country hiker who wants to take 
professional-grade photos on the trail, you might be at a 
loss about how to carry everything you need to survive and 
take pictures in one bag. Enter the Lowepro Rover Pro.

The overlanding bug first bit Johann Groenewald, CEO and co-
owner of Tracks4Africa, on a 1991 trip to Gonarezhou, where he 
slept on his roof rack surrounded by lions. In the late 1990s he 
combined his wanderlust with his love of technology by helping 
to establish the Tracks4Africa GPS community. Despite his business 
commitments, Johann still finds the time to spend a few weeks 
every year on the road with his wife and two young daughters. 


