gear KNIVES

Look sharp!
WORDS NICK DALL
PICTURES JAMES GARAGHTY

Opinel Number 8
Opinel is famous for making wooden-handled
camping knives. This model retains the classic shape
but features two major changes: a plastic handle and
a section of serrated blade that’s great for cutting
rope. Of all the knives tested, this one felt most like
a kitchen knife. I actually prepared supper with it
at home one evening. The blade features a Virobloc
double-lock system, but I still found it a bit wobbly
so I wouldn’t use it for anything too hectic.
R380 awesometools.co.za

Everyone loves a good pocket knife.
These days there’s something for every outdoor occasion.
We put 12 of the best knives and multi-tools to the test.
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Victorinox New Soldier’s Knife

KNIVES
A knife is a great thing. All of these knives are defined by their blades.
Some have other gizmos, but their calling in life is to cut stuff.

Victorinox has supplied the Swiss Army with knives
for more than a century. This is their current militaryissue product. It’s a good-looking unit and it’s lovely
to hold. The main blade opens easily and is lockable,
and most of its length is gently serrated, which
makes slicing biltong a breeze.
It’s got a nice long saw, but this isn’t lockable. The
Phillips screwdriver is fantastic, but why it’s in the
middle of the knife is anyone’s guess. Just try getting
to a corner screw! There aren’t as many tools as there
are on the other Victorinox, but the blades are better
and are made of thicker, stronger steel.
R430 sharpedge.co.za

RATING /5
TOMATO
BILTONG
CAN OPENER

CRKT Pazoda Pocket Knife
CRKT is a big name in the US but relatively
unknown here. That won’t be the case for
much longer if the Pazoda is anything to go
by. Of all the folding knives featured, this is
the one that felt most like a fixed blade when
locked: There was absolutely no play on the
locking mechanism.
It’s not a big knife (6 cm blade) but it’s
made from 100 % stainless steel so it can
handle heavy-duty action. The price is
right, too.
R210 sharpedge.co.za
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Baladéo 37 Grammes
This crazy French knife weighs only 37 g but it has
a 10 cm flat blade – the longest blade I tested – and
the locking mechanism is nearly as strong as the
Pazoda’s. All this makes it great for filleting fish.
Forged from steel and finished with a dash of
wood, it can clip onto your belt or slip into your
pocket. Rock climbers love this thing – just make
sure you know which end of the rope you’re cutting!
R489 rammountain.co.za

Victorinox Huntsman
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Gerber Bear Grylls
Ultimate Knife
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Prices subject to change

The classic Swiss Army knife needs little introduction. The main advantage of this model
over smaller, slimmer models is the inclusion
of a saw and a pair of scissors. You can’t use the
saw to chop firewood but it’s helpful to clear
overhanging branches from around your tent.
A big drawback is that none of the blades is
lockable, making the knife very dangerous to
use for any hacking motion, like scaling a fish.
And the “package hook” tool to help you carry
your shopping is a bit random.
That said, you get a lot of knife at a fair
price. And the quality is indisputable.
R300 capeunionmart.co.za
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This is the only fixed-blade knife tested and it’s
also by far the biggest. There’s no risk of the handle
doubling over and very little chance of the blade
snapping, so it’s perfect for hunting or for whittling
wood. You might feel a bit silly using it to make a
salad, though. The blade is really thick: Instead of
slicing through stuff, you feel like you’re cleaving it.
It’s very sharp and there’s a diamond sharpener in
the sheath to keep it that way.
It’s a good product, but also a bit gimmicky. The
sheath also includes a fire-starter and a glossary of
alpine rescue signals. Thanks, Bear.
R1 000 outdoorwarehouse.co.za
gomag.co.za
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Coast Pro Pocket Pliers

Victorinox SwissCard Classic
Although this gadget has the dimensions of
a credit card, it’s a bit too thick to actually
keep in your wallet. It’s good for a purse or
pocket, though.
The knife itself is tiny, more suited to
opening letters than chopping biltong, and
the nail file which doubles as a screwdriver
is certainly more of the former than the
latter. The pen, scissors and needle are
things you should always have on your
person but seldom do.
R270 trappers.co.za
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Iain Sinclair CardSharp 2
The SwissCard might be shaped like a credit
card but the CardSharp is actually as thin as
a credit card.
Featuring a polypropylene sheath that
metamorphoses into the handle, and a
stainless steel blade, it’s a great gift for the
guy who has everything. The blade wobbles
a bit in the handle but because it’s so thin,
it’s lethally sharp – the sharpest I tested.
Don’t forget to take it out of your wallet
before you board the plane!
R170 sharpedge.co.za

No joke
Wenger and Victorinox are always
fighting about which company
made the original Swiss Army
knife, but there is no doubt as
to who makes the biggest. The
Wenger Giant Knife 1.0 contains
85 tools, weighs about a kilogram
and is 22 cm wide!
I’ve seen it advertised for sale
in South Africa, but no supplier
was willing to commit to having
stock. Fair enough, considering it
retails for close to R11k!
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Nothing makes you feel more like that bearded guy from Home Improvement
than a manly multi-tool on your belt. These won't let you down.

This is the smallest of the four multitools tested but it has many of the same
functions… in miniature. The springloaded pliers are good for delicate stuff
but they couldn’t cut through a piece of
2 mm wire. There are two blades – one
serrated and one plain, both about 4 cm
long – but neither is lockable. It’s also got
two flat screwdrivers and one Phillips,
plus a pair of tweezers. I was sceptical
of the Bear Grylls branding but this is
actually a decent product.
R280 capeunionmart.co.za
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If, like me, you’re obsessed with
your knives being ASAP (as sharp
as possible) then you need a
diamond stone. Just rub the
edge of the blade on the stone
in a circular motion; hard to start
then gradually softer as the edge
becomes finer. This model will
sharpen any flat blade or fish
hook; you can buy a model that
sharpens serrated blades, too.
R285 (plus leather pouch)
awesometools.co.za

Lansky Quick Edge

Leatherman Wave
Tim Leatherman invented the multi-tool
as we know it in 1984, and he’s sold more
Waves than anything else in his line-up.
Drawing on customer feedback, the Wave  II
includes all the most requested features
from previous models. It’s the same size as
the Wingman but quite a bit heavier. It’s
a real all-rounder – good for mechanics
and also for the campsite. It has three 7 cm
blades – one plain, one serrated and one
saw – each of which is lockable. In fact,
every tool is lockable!
It has real screwdrivers, Phillips and flat,
in two different sizes and a pair of pliers
that can cut through 2 mm wire with ease.
The scissors are much better than those on
the Wingman and the file is a proper file –
for metal and wood, not fingernails.
R1 350 (plus pouch) awesometools.co.za

Sharp sharp

There’s nothing worse than
a blunt blade. Here are three
good sharpeners.

Eze-Lap 46F

Leatherman Wingman
The Wingman is really nice to hold. It’s not
too heavy, the handles have a comfortable
contour and the pliers are spring-loaded.
It’s also got a 6 cm lockable blade.
The spring on the scissors is useless
(you have to open them yourself) but the
screwdrivers – two flat and one Phillips –
are pretty good. It’s on the large side so
it’s probably more suited to carpentry and
general DIY than fiddling with electronics.
The pliers cut through 2 mm wire
relatively easily, but not as easily as the
Wave. All in all, the Wingman is more cityslicker than country bumpkin.
R526 awesometools.co.za

MULTI-TOOLS

Gerber Bear Grylls
Compact

This guy, all dressed in black, has a cool party
trick: LED lights on both ends, which makes
him perfect for car maintenance or any other
tinkering that requires light in hard-to-reach
places. The scissors are fantastic (better than
both Leathermans) and the knife is similar
to the one on the Wingman, although the
model I tested had a bit of a niggle with its
locking mechanism.
The selection of screwdrivers is
good but they’re small – more suited
to fixing your spectacles than your sump.
It’s also the heaviest multi-tool
tested, probably because of the batteries.
R375 (including batteries and pouch)
sharpedge.co.za
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Unlike the Eze-Lap, this won’t
create an edge on a really blunt
blade, but it does a good job of
honing an edge that’s already
there. Just slide the blade
through the tungsten sticks
a few times, and voilà. It’s very
safe to use as your hand is
protected from the blade.
R120 capeunionmart.co.za

Lansky Speedy Sharp
This works the same as the Quick
Edge except that the sticks are
ceramic so they won’t last as
long. There are no safety features
to speak of, so be careful. Nifty:
It doubles as a key ring.
R35 sharpedge.co.za
To watch a video of Nick slicing
biltong with each of the knives
tested, visit gomag.co.za
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MY stuff
Riaan Manser has cycled around the perimeter of Africa alone. He’s
circumnavigated Madagascar in a solo kayak and Iceland in a double.
He’s been held captive by rebels in Liberia and nearly been knocked
out of his boat by a shark. He might be able to do just about anything,
but he couldn’t make it to this interview on time…
I never travel without my Columbia Compounder Shell jacket. It’s not cheap
but it’s a work of art. I’d rather go without pants than leave this jacket behind. It’s
waterproof, windproof and the mozzies can’t bite through it – not even Gabonese
mozzies. Best of all, it folds up really small and it never creases.
Working as a motivational speaker, I sometimes have to return to the real world.
Enter the Gillete Fusion ProGlide razor. It’s a conventional razor and an electric
trimmer rolled into one: just what I need to tame the beast.
My favourite multi-tool is my Gerber Flik. I’ve used it to pull out one of my
teeth and to remove toenails on numerous occasions. I once even used the saw
to scratch an itchy bite on my ankle, not realising in the darkness of a jungle night
that I was actually drawing blood. What I like most is that it’s so easy to hold.
Biggest waste of money… On my Africa trip I threw out tons of clothes in
Springbok – only 800 km from the start. I travel with two T-shirts, a pair of longs
and no underwear. I only ever have one pair of shoes: leather slops, which I wear
in the city and in the bundu.

WISH LIST
There’s nothing worse than a tummy bug on holiday, but traveller’s diarrhoea is
actually a common affliction. Whether you’re in the wilds of the Khaudum or in
downtown Brakpan, dodgy water is often to blame. Enter the Steripen Classic.
What is it? It’s a handheld UV water purifier that removes absolutely all microscopic
beasties from your water. It comes with a pre-filter too, which attaches to any Nalgene
or Dukjug bottle and is used to get rid of visible muck.
Why would you want it? Because the R900 you spend on it will save you days of
untold misery. It can purify 8 000 litres of water so it will last a long time, too.
Two warnings: Don’t use alkaline batteries as they won’t operate the UV. Get lithium
disposable batteries or 2 500 mAh NiMH rechargeables. And don’t use it on murky
water as the UV can’t penetrate it.
The verdict: It’s simple to use and extremely effective. Press once for 1 litre or twice
for 500 ml, then just put the light sabre into your bottle and stir until the blue light
stops glowing. Watch the video at gomag.co.za/gear to see how it works.
Price: R900
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