
86   October 2013 gomag.co.za October 2013   87

gear tents

Terra-Firma Stratus
A basic dome tent is one of life’s simplest pleasures. I like this one because of its 
solid groundsheet, tough flysheet and because a shorter third pole slides into the 
flysheet to make a rigid and spacious vestibule. As with all Terra-Firma tents, the 
carry bag is small and flimsy, but otherwise I couldn’t find much wrong with the 
Stratus. It even survived an insane Cape Town windstorm in my garden. The four-
person Nimbus, which has an identical design, sells for R1 250.
R1 000 at Trappers  trappers.co.za
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 FOR THE WEEKEND 
If you’re just camping out for a couple of nights in 
summer, you really don’t need much. We tried three 
pop-up tents and two basic domes.

Camping can be one of life’s greatest joys, but it can also be downright miserable.  
You can’t change the weather, but you can choose the right tent – with our help.

BY NICK DALL 

11 top tents 

Snap, crackle, pop! 
A pop-up tent is ridiculously easy to pitch. Just open the bag and wow – you have shelter. It’s 
more difficult to fold away, but once you have the hang of it you’ll never forget how to do it. 
Because it lacks a flysheet, a pop-up isn’t the most weatherproof tent around, but it’s perfect  
for a short trip when the sun is shining.
Visit  gomag.co.za/gear to watch a video of Nick folding away a pop-up tent. 

Trail Scout Junior 
It’s incredible that you can get a half-decent tent at this price. I was 
impressed by the inner tent, flysheet and carry bag, but the poles didn’t 
inspire confidence. Once up they’re pretty sturdy, but while you’re pitching 
the tent you should handle them with care. The marketing blurb says that 
the Scout is for “casual, first-time campers”. I’d go with that. It also says that 
the tent can only withstand winds of 5 km/h, but it survived a few days of 
the Cape Doctor with no ill effects.  
R360  mrpricesport.com

Camp Master Instant 200 
This pop-up is really small. It’s supposedly for two adults but Camp Master is 
dreaming. The groundsheet is nice and thick, but unfortunately it has a seam 
stitched through the middle that might compromise its water resistance if the 
tent is pitched on damp grass. It’s priced right, though, and it’s perfect for kids. 
R500  makro.co.za

Hi-Tec Big Shot
This pop-up is just big enough for two adults, and it comes in a durable carry 
bag with backpack-style straps. It’s simple to put up and fold away, but my major 
concern is the groundsheet, which is made from delicate polyester. All tents are 
best pitched on a separate groundsheet, but with this one I’d say it’s imperative.
R1 100  hi-tecdirect.co.za
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Oztrail Eco Swift Pitch
This is a big pop-up tent: There’s plenty of room for a couple and all their bags. 
The groundsheet is thick and seam-free. It’s definitely the best of the three. 
The Oztrail’s main drawback is also its biggest advantage: Because it’s so big, it 
requires some strength to fold up again. And it packs into a bigger bag.
R1 100  seagullindustries.co.za
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1. Don’t skimp on quality. Remember: Your tent will be your shelter from the elements.
2. If weight is important, get a synthetic tent. Canvas is much heavier but it’s more durable.
3. Always buy a bigger tent than you need. A “three-man” tent might be able to fit three people inside, but it won’t be comfy. 
4. Put the tent up in the shop and lie down inside it. Is there enough space? Can you stand up? Where will you put your bags?
5. Make sure the carry bag is big enough to put the tent back inside easily. 
6. How many people does it take to pitch? Would you manage on your own?

How to buy a tent 
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 LIGHT & STRONG 
The advent of aluminium poles and new-generation polyesters has taken tents to the next level. If you 
want a lightweight, weatherproof tent for hiking or backpacking, here are some good options. 

Cristy Sports Overlander & gazebo 
Now this is a tent. Or, more specifically, a 3 x 3 m canvas dome with a thick PVC 
groundsheet, 8,5 mm steel poles, a skullcap awning and a connected gazebo. The 
tent alone weighs 30 kg and yes, it will take up half your trailer. The tent was easy 
to put up but the gazebo was more of a mission. The thick steel poles are colour-
coded but it still took at least 20 minutes to work out what was happening. 

There’s a reason overlanders love canvas tents, and it’s not just because they 
look so good in the bush. If you have the space, the funds and the patience, you’ll 
only ever have to buy one tent. The poles won’t break and the canvas will never 
perish – if you look after it. Cristy Sports custom-make all their tents to order, so 
you can get exactly what you want. Be prepared to wait a few weeks, though.
R5 490 (tent), R6 300 (gazebo)  cristys.co.za

 FAMILY-FRIENDLY  
If yours is a camping-mad family, it makes sense to invest in  
a bigger tent so everyone can share in the fun together.

K-Way Horizon 
This is basically a standard dome tent on steroids. Getting it pitched was a bit 
confusing – there was some doubt as to which way the flysheet went – but once 
we’d figured that out, we had it up in less than half an hour. 

The inner tent makes use of three poles and it’s so tall that an adult man can 
stand upright inside, even in the corners. There are two doors and the ground-
sheet is nice and thick. Two smaller poles go directly into the flysheet to make  
little awnings above the doors. 

The Horizon offers great value for money for a family with one or two young 
kids, but I wouldn’t recommend it for very windy conditions. 
R1 750  capeunionmart.co.za
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Camp Master Family Cabin 500 
Of the three family tents tested, this was the easiest to pitch – two of us had it 
up in 10 minutes. Fibreglass poles span the roof and thicker aluminium poles 
support the side walls. It’s made up of two parts: a sleeping area (apparently for 
five people, but I’d say more like three) and a built-in gazebo/living area with sides 
made of netting. The flysheet covers the sleeping area entirely, but only goes over 
the top of the gazebo. 

Being from Cape Town, I would never buy this tent: slanting rain would 
come straight into the stoep. But I can see the tent’s appeal for bushveld  
or desert destinations, where you’d probably end up sleeping in the well-
ventilated front section. Also, it’s extremely good value for money and a small 
repair kit is included. 
R1 700  makro.co.za
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Terra-Firma Explore Lite 
This three-pole tent looks similar to the Nerolite but because the poles are straight it’s 
easier to put up. I did find it hard to get the floor perfectly flat – something to do with 
the tension created by the third pole… 

The inner is made mostly of netting – good for summer; chilly in winter. The 
groundsheet is seam-free and waterproof but not very robust. The packaging says  
it’s a two-person tent, but only if you know each other really well… 

All in all it’s a good little tent with some great specs: The flysheet is waterproof  
and the whole package weighs only 2,95 kg. The zips don’t seem very strong, through, 
and the carry bag is a bit small and flimsy.
R 1 500 at Trappers  trappers.co.za
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e3 Endurance 2 
e3 is a local brand that tries to compete with big-name European and US tents in 
terms of quality – at an affordable price. Their tents are used by Kilimanjaro tour 
operators and serious hikers alike. The Endurance 2 is an excellent adventure tent.  
It has an asymmetrical design with the door on one of the long sides and a vestibule 
supported by a pole. The vestibule is properly weather-resistant: You could store your 
boots inside during a rainstorm and they would stay dry. 

The inner has lots of netting so it’s definitely not for mid-winter mountain 
adventures. It has strong zips, a fantastic carry bag and it weighs only 3 kg.
R2 650  rammountain.co.za
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3 kg

K-Way Nerolite 
K-Way’s adventure tent has a sloping, aerodynamic shape that reaches its high-point 
at the door. Make sure to point this end downwind! 

The three duraluminium poles (a hard-core type of aluminium) each feature 
some kind of bend in them that makes pitching the tent confusing (there aren’t 
instructions, either). But once it’s up it’s sturdy and spacious. The inner tent contains 
hardly any netting, which is great for winter but it might turn the tent into a 
sweatbox in summer. The whole package weighs just more than 3 kg and features  
YKK zips, a lantern hook, a repair kit and a durable stuff sack. 
R1 800  capeunionmart.co.za
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What do you never travel without? Shox Mini Speakers. They plug into any phone 
or MP3 player. Music definitely lightens the mood after a long day’s hiking or driving. 
Considering their size, they’ve got decent bass and very clear sound.

When I’m on the road I find my Garmin GPS useful, and for hiking I use the Motion 
GPX iPhone app to record my route – it makes finding your way back home a piece of 
cake. I also use my iPhone’s compass app to position my tent where it can catch the last 
rays of sunlight and avoid the first daggers of dawn.

Favourite tent? I bought my K-Way K2 Expedition tent second-hand. After years of 
(ab)use it’s still going strong. One of the aluminium poles is slightly bent, but that’s not 
surprising considering the wind it’s endured. It’s spacious enough for a double inflatable 
mattress and there’s room for two bags in the doorway under the flysheet. 

Biggest waste of money? Thinking that only the best, most expensive equipment is 
good enough. All you really need is a place to sleep, clothes that will keep you warm, and 
something to cook on – a fire usually does the trick. Local brands are almost always good 
enough for local conditions, and they cost a lot less. 

gear WIsH LIst

What is it? It’s a four-season, two-person hiking tent that packs down to less than 3 kg. 
In 2011, it won Backpacker magazine’s “tent torture test”. This involved the tent being 
blasted with a high-pressure hose in a car wash. The guy inside remained bone dry and 
the tent came through unscathed. (Watch the video:  bit.ly/z0J4D9)

How does it work? The secret’s in the poles: two Y-shaped poles and one T-shaped 
pole that criss-cross the asymmetrical, wind-deflecting inner frame as efficiently as six 
standard poles would. This gives it an excellent strength-to-weight ratio.

How easy is it to pitch? The instructions had me worried, but then I stopped reading 
them and it was actually straightforward. After a few attempts I could pitch it alone in 
just a couple of minutes.

Verdict? It’s expensive but it’s amazing. And it looks unlike any other dome tent you’ve 
seen. Black Diamond makes cheaper tents that aren’t quite as tough. If the thought 
of spending more than 7K on some bits of nylon makes you nauseous, consider the 
Mirage, which sells for about R4 500.

Price: R7 200  rammountain.co.za
– Nick Dall

as a kid, Charles thompson camped in the koppies around Heidelberg. after school he camped on 
the beaches of Taiwan and Thailand. He also spent a year in the UK, but he was never brave enough to 
pitch a tent on British soil. Now he writes for our sister mag WegSleep, where camping is part of his job.

If you’re thinking of soloing Everest

226 cm

155 cm

117 cm

2,96 kg

You get tents and then you get this tent. The Black Diamond stormtrack will lap up the most extreme  
kinds of wind, snow and rain.

Mr Tent


