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GEAR CHRISTMAS

BY NICK DALL

49 gift  ideas
to make this Christmas the best yet

 Crumpled City map
Wrangling with a map in the summer 
southeaster is frustrating. Not this one: 
Simply pull it out, open it up and scrunch 
it back in again. It’s waterproof, light-
weight and about the size of a tennis ball 
when squashed into its bag. It’s aimed 
at foreign tourists, but locals will enjoy 
rediscovering Cape Town with it. If you’re 
travelling overseas, Crumpled City has 
maps for cities all over the world.
R150  harper@goldensturgeon.com;  

 capeunionmart.co.za 

 Ticket To The  
Moon beach blanket
Made from parachute-grade nylon, 
this 2,1 m x 2,1 m beach blanket is 
silky smooth to lie on and fits into  
a stuff sack about the size of a Liqui-
Fruit carton. Pouches at the corners 
can be filled with sand to keep it 
anchored down, or you can use the 
loops to string it up as a sun shield. 
R200  capeunionmart.co.za

Deck the halls with… Hang on, is it that time of 
the year already? Beat the hordes this Christmas 

and do your shopping early – with our help. 

It’s known as the 
Waboba Blast 
overseas, but it’s  
the same product.

 Nite Dawg LED dog collar
This tough dog collar lights up 
so you can find Fido in the dark. 
Squeeze the doggy-proof switch 
and he’ll be transformed into a 
glowing beast that’ll have the 
tokoloshe screaming for mercy. 
R225  capeunionmart.co.za

 Sea To Summit folding bucket
If you’re camping in a remote location 
and you’re using a river for water, this 
incredible bucket is the answer to your 
prayers. When folded it weighs 80 g 
and fits into a pouch smaller than a 
wallet. Unfolded, it transforms into a 
10 ℓ bucket that can stand on its own. 
It even has a bottom handle for easy 
pouring. You’ll never have to fill 2 ℓ 
Coke bottles at the rapids again!
R400  adventureinc.co.za

 Waboba Water Cricky
The traditional Waboba bounces 
too quickly and is too delicate 
to be used for cricket. The Water 
Cricky is bigger and there’s no 
fragile lycra covering. Stick one  
in your beach basket.
R75  capeunionmart.co.za

 SwimFin
Although it looks like a prop 
from Sharknado, this is actually 
a scientifically proven swim 
teaching aid. Designed for kids 
from the ages of two to six, the 
fin is strapped on between 
the shoulder blades and acts 
as a buoyancy aid. Unlike 
armbands, it leaves the arms 
unencumbered to encourage 
good swimming habits.
R350  swimfin.co.za;  

 sportsmanswarehouse.co.za 
 Columbia Coolhead Ballcap III

This cap is made from a light, elastic 
material that wicks sweat away from 
your skin and keeps your head cool. 
And it dries quickly so you can take  
it swimming. Watch out in the wind:  
It’s so comfy you barely feel like you’re 
wearing anything and you might not 
notice if it blows away!
R230  columbiasportswear.co.za

 Trail Froggy headlamp
Tired of Junior stealing your Petzl? 
This friendly froggy should keep him 
happy. Not the brightest or best-made 
headlamp we’ve ever seen, but easily 
the cutest. There’s a monkey version 
for number two.
R60  mrpricesport.com

Pull this to 
tighten your 
shoelaces.

 Hi-Tec White Water Aqua shoes
If you’re planning to spend more time in 
water than on land this summer, these are 
the shoes for you. They’re more durable 
than booties and dry quicker than takkies. 
The rubber soles are tough enough to walk 
over sharp rocks and you won’t slip when 
you climb into the rubber duck.
R450  hi-tecdirect.co.za

The collar 
is machine 
washable, just 
remove the light 
beforehand.

Gold Sun tub 
This container comes in different 
sizes and has all sorts of uses. Buy the 
smallest one (14 ℓ) to put your toiletries 
and towel in when you go to the 
ablution block, so you don’t drop your 
stuff in the puddle left by the tannie 
who was just there before you. 
From R34  goldsun.co.za

 Watershot smartphone housing
This underwater housing transforms your iPhone or Samsung 
Galaxy into an underwater camera. You can take the standard 
model to 40 m and the “Pro” model to 60 m. The Pro includes a  
wide-angle lens attachment and retails for around R2 300 (only 
available for iPhone 5).
R1 200 – R1 800  ryan@radis.co.za;  watershot.com 
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 Terra-Firma Kalahari  
Cowl sleeping bag
This sleeping bag is spacious, warm 
and well priced, but it’s quite bulky. 
Good for car camping in summer, 
you might have to wear long johns 
and a tracksuit in winter. The cowl 
will keep you snug and you can 
open a slit at the bottom if your 
feet get hot. It comes in a tough 
bag with compression straps.
R475  trappers.co.za

Slide this zip to  
supersize the bag 
from 30 ℓ to 35 ℓ.

 Really Tiny Book Light
This light clips onto the cover 
of your book and the pivoting 
arm casts a bright light that 
goes no further than the page 
you’re reading. At 41 g, including 
batteries, it is the world’s lightest 
book light.
R125  capeunionmart.co.za

 Nitecore EC25 Cobra
In go! #86 we reviewed the Nitecore 
Tiny Monster 15 and we were blown 
away. The only snag? It cost R4K. The 
EC25 is much more affordable and 
provides more than enough light for 
the average camper or outdoorsman. 
It’s about the size of a Pritt glue  
stick and throws out a whopping  
860 lumens on turbo mode. (To put 
that in perspective, a Petzl Tikkina 
headlamp is rated to 23 lumens…)  
It includes a battery and charger. 
R1 525  nitecoresa.co.za

 Crunchit canister 
recycling tool
Used gas canisters take up space 
in your pack. Not any more. The 
Crunchit allows you to remove 
the valve and puncture the 
empty canister. Next, flatten it 
with a rock or a size 12 Hi-Tec. 
R70  rammountain.co.za

 Jetboil Flash cooking system
The stove boils water faster than 
an electric kettle, but the “pot” is 
almost more amazing: Minimal heat 
escapes even in extremely windy 
conditions, it screws onto the stove 
for safer cooking and the neoprene 
cosy allows you to pick it up with 
your bare hands. It even changes 
colour when your water’s boiled. 
For an extra R200 it becomes  
a coffee plunger! 
R1 380  rammountain.co.za

 Natural Instincts  
Oversized Racing Armchair
This svelte camping chair has lots 
of padding and a weight rating of 
120 kg. There’s every chance you’ll 
doze off and miss the evening 
game drive.
R550  outdoorwarehouse.co.za

 Victorinox Classic Chocolate
A pocket knife is a perennial Christmas 
favourite, but why not spice things up  
a bit this year by getting dad a knife with 
a handle that looks like a slab of Swiss 
chocolate? Tasty. 
R200  sharpedge.co.za

 Terra-Firma Uhuru daypack  
This unassuming daypack gives you a lot of bang 
for your buck. You can use it with a water bladder 
(not included), it has a mesh back to reduce sweating 
and there are three pockets of varying sizes. YKK 
zips and a splash jacket round off the package.
R440  trappers.co.za

 Bota Bag (2 ℓ)
Even the nastiest late 
harvest will taste good when 
swigged from this traditional 
Spanish wineskin. It has a 
rugged leather exterior and 
a BPA-free interior, but you 
should still rinse it thoroughly 
between each use. 
R200  duesouth.co.za

 First Ascent Pack Pillow
Sometimes the simplest things in 
life are the best. Stuff this polycotton 
pouch with your puffiest jacket and 
boom! You’ve got a hiking pillow. 
R100  firstascent.co.za

Terra-Firma Nimbus
We like the Nimbus because of its solid 
groundsheet, ripstop flysheet and the 
short third pole that slides into the 
flysheet to provide a spacious vestibule. 
Although it’s a four-man tent, we’d 
recommend it for a couple with one or 
two small kids. The carry bag is small 
and flimsy, but that’s the only thing 
wrong with it. 
R1 250  trappers.co.za

 Black Diamond Revolt headlamp
This super-bright, USB-rechargeable headlamp 
has a run time of 70 hours on maximum (110 lumens) 
and 300 hours on minimum. It’s expensive, but 
because it’s rechargeable you’ll save in the long 
run. You can also use regular AAA batteries. 
R780  rammountain.co.za
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Kaito II Messenger Bag
This messenger bag is cool enough for 
the beach but smart enough to take to 
a job interview. It has a padded laptop 
compartment, an organiser and a zip-
up compartment for your valuables. 
A good hand-luggage option for an 
overseas trip.
R300  hi-tecdirect.co.za

 Hi-Tec V-Lite SpHike Mid  
WP hiking boots
These boots are so light it feels like 
you’re wearing takkies. And there’s 
none of the ankle-cramping stiffness 
associated with leather boots. Despite 
the synthetic materials, the boot is 
fully waterproof and it has a durable 
Vibram sole that will grip to rocks like 
a gecko. 
R1 200  hi-tecdirect.co.za

 First Ascent Men’s  
Trek Lite pants
Quick drying, hard wearing and with 
loads of pockets and a pull-to-tighten 
belt, you can wear these trousers for 
fishing, hiking or even around the 
braai. Rinse them in the river at night 
and they’ll be bone dry in the morning.
R750  firstascent.co.za

 Casio Protrek PRG-110-1V
With an altimeter, barometer, compass and solar-powered 
rechargeable batteries, this watch will work in a snow cave 
under an avalanche. This one is a bit slimmer and lighter than 
a standard Protrek, and a bit cheaper too. It’s water-resistant 
to 100 m, programmed to flit between 29 different time zones 
and stylish to boot.
R3 830  thecasioshop.co.za

 go! cross-body bag
This bag is way cooler than a  
moonbag. It has five compartments 
where you can store your travel 
documents and camera; there’s 
even a special compartment for 
your phone. 
R150  gomag.co.za/shop

 Terra-Firma 60 ℓ gear bag
Tired of the flimsy tog bag you got 
when you booked that Thompsons 
Travel tour to Egypt in 1998? This 
workhorse from Terra-Firma is 
made from ripstop fabric,  
it has YKK zips and a  
five-year guarantee. 
R330  trappers.co.za
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 Thinus Herbst biltong cutter
You could get dad a R200 cutter from the oke at the craft 

market. Or, if you love him enough, you could get him this 
masterpiece. Renowned knifemaker Thinus Herbst has 

handcrafted it from kiaat wood and stainless steel. 
The blade will glide through the toughest sinew 

and it looks so good that mom won’t mind it 
being on permanent display.

R1 200  sharpedge.co.za

 Handpresso Wild Hybrid
Proper coffee tastes so good because 
it’s brewed under 16-bar pressure. The 
Handpresso allows you to take your 
addiction to the Kgalagadi. First pump 
the Handpresso, as you would a bicycle 
pump, then add boiling water and coffee 
(grounds or ESE pods), turn the unit over 
and put it above your cup. Release the 
valve and 25 seconds later you’ll have an 
intense, frothy espresso that even Luigi 
would be proud of. 
R1 500  handpresso.co.za

 Stanley Clip Grip coffee mug
Anyone who’s ever owned a Stanley 
mug or flask will tell you that it’s the 
real deal. It keeps your coffee warm 
(and your beer cold) and it doesn’t 
break. This one has a 600 ml capacity 
and fits into a car cup holder. It’s  
dishwasher-friendly and has a lid  
that you can drink through. 
R200  trappers.co.za

 Diablo jaffle iron
Everybody loves a jaffle, but 
cleaning and storing the greasy, 
grimy iron is a turn-off. The 
Diablo saves the day with its  
non-stick surface. And it’s 
dishwasher-friendly. The short 
handle means it isn’t really 
suitable for a braai – rather put  
it directly onto your stove plate 
or gas cooker. 
R290  yuppiechef.com

The clip-grip 
handle allows 
you to dangle 
the mug from 
your backpack. 

 GSI Kitchen 11 camp utensil set
This kit might seem pricey, but it includes everything you could possibly 
need to cook up (or in) a storm on the Grand Traverse and it weighs less  
than 500 g. I like the reusable squeegee sachets for mayo, mustard or Sunlight. 
The folding ladles and spoons are nifty, too.
R510  rammountain.co.za
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 LK’s potjie ring 
A kettle braai is great for roasting stuff and for the 
occasional braai, but it’s always been no-potjie 
territory. Until now. LK’s has made a chrome-plated 
ring that fits into any 57 cm kettle braai, which 
allows you to put a three-legged potjie (2, 3 or 4), 
a flat-bottomed pot or even a wok or skottel pan 
directly above the coals. It’s even got a convenient 
slot for the potjie lid.
R225  lks.co.za

 go! braaier
Roast, braai, bake or fry with our lightweight, 
portable outdoor oven. It’s made from stainless 
steel and it has a reversible griddle that drains oil 
and fat away from your food (and the fire). It comes 
with a carry bag, so it’s easy to chuck into the boot 
of the Camry for your next camping trip.
R1 400  gomag.co.za/shop

 Skottel Cap
This ingenious thing is a brushed aluminium 
lid that fits your skottel, braai pan or paella 
pan, turning it into a more versatile cooking 
tool. The stainless steel handles give it a 
dual function: Turn the cap upside down 
and it’s the perfect serving stand for your 
pan. You’ll never have to drag the whole 
contraption, gas bottle and all, to the dinner 
table again. 
R300  skottelcap.com

 ATG Adventure BBQ 
This simple, portable braai stands out from 
the braai-gadget crowd. Simply spike the 
pole into soft ground, slide the handle 
over the pole and hook the grid onto the 
handle. The grid balances according to 
the principle of leverage: You can move 
it up and down and swivel it from side to 
side without having to unscrew or unhook 
anything. It’s strong, easy to clean and 
weighs only 700 g. Gets my vote!
R425  atgear.co.za

The whole contraption 
fits neatly into a 
durable carry bag. 

 Butte  
Torch Tongs
Not sure whether to get 
dad a head lamp or a pair 
of tongs? Get him both! 
Twin LED lights in the 
“V” between the blades 
ensure he’ll never burn 
the meat again. The 
tongs are stainless steel 
and easy to clean. 
R220  butte.co.za
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gomag.co.za

 Waterproof SLR camera bag
This dry bag allows you to take  
your expensive Canon to places  
you wouldn’t normally take it. If you 
drop the bag in the water it’ll float to 
the surface, just be prepared to swim 
after it…
R400  overboardafrica.co.za 

 Canon Selphy CP-810
Instead of letting your photos gather cyberdust on your 
computer, print them out Polaroid-style with this nifty 
portable printer. A paper and ink kit, with enough of 
both for 108 postcard prints, costs R525.  
R1 095  ormsdirect.co.za

The printer is small 
enough to travel 
with and it comes 
with a carry bag.

 GO speaker case
You get far better docking stations, 
but they’re not nearly as durable or 
affordable as this one. For only 250 
bucks you can turn your iPhone into 
a ghetto blaster and keep it out of 
the sand. (Just don’t blame me if 
the people next to you on Margate 
Beach don’t agree that “Dancing 
Queen” is the best song ever.) 
R250  capeunionmart.co.za

 Teac dual-screen  
portable DVD player 
When you’ve run out of things to “spy” 
on the road, pop in a DVD for the kids. 
These plug into the cigarette lighter 
but also includes a back-up battery  
so you can use it on a rainy day in  
the campsite.  
From R1 200  tafelberg.co.za

 Sony Cyber-shot QX100
This is actually a proper digital 
camera, minus the LCD screen. 
The camera connects to your 
phone and links via Wi-Fi. It has 
a one-inch sensor and a Carl 
Zeiss lens, which together make 
for sumptuous images even in 
low light. And you can share your 
pics instantly, as you would with your 
normal phone camera. The future?
R6 000  sony.co.za

 Nikon Prostaff 7  
10 x 42 binoculars
These binos are part of Nikon’s ATB  
(All Terrain Binocular) range because 
they are waterproof, fogproof and 
tough. They deliver unparalleled 
optical performance for their price, 
they’re lightweight and they’re 
comfortable to hold and use. Solid. 
R3 130  nikon.co.za

 Joby GripTight 
With the GripTight 
GorillaPod stand you can 
steady your smartphone 
for crisper photos and 
video. It’s a handy phone 
holder too, and works 
just as well on your office 
desk as it does wrapped 
around a tree branch in 
the Magaliesberg. 
R370  ormsdirect.co.za

 Triggertrap MD-E3 mobile dongle
It comprises two parts: a dongle that plugs into your camera and  
an app for your phone. Together, they allow your phone to talk to your 
camera and vice versa. You can trigger the camera remotely, there’s  
a star-trail time-lapse mode and also a long exposure HDR mode. 
R495  ormsdirect.co.za

The dongle is specific 
to your camera model. 
Check before you swipe 
your credit card.

 Zartek Com 8 Super Pack
These UHF radios have a range of 
1 – 3 km and up to 30 km from the 
top of a building or hill. And each 
one is barely bigger than a match-
box! Plus, they can do baby monitor 
duty at the campsite. Awesome. 
R900  zartek.co.za

 Waterproof iPad case
Now you can use your iPad in the 
pool, in the bath, or while you’re 
circumnavigating the globe in a sea 
kayak. (Finding Wi-Fi and good coffee 
might be a problem. – Ed) The “Slide 
Seal” system works to a depth of 6 m 
and the case will float to the surface if 
you do drop your tablet in the water.
R700  overboardafrica.co.za 


