TOP 10

Top gear

SUN’S OUT AND THERE’S
NOTHING WE LOVE MORE THAN
TAKING A DRIVE. HERE ARE 10 OF
THE BEST ROAD ROUTES SOUTH
AFRICA HAS TO OFFER

BEST FOR

FLOWERS

By Nick Dall
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NIEUWOUDTVILLE
AND SURROUNDS

CHAPMAN’S PEAK DRIVE

Cape Town
Clinging to the dramatic
Atlantic coastline that runs
between Hout Bay and
Noordhoek, Chappies is
famously one of the most
picturesque drives in the
world, let alone South
Africa. There’s a toll fee,
but if you’ve got time, do
it as part of a peninsula
loop from Camps Bay to
Cape Point and head
back via Simon’s Town
and Kalk Bay.
Best for Sea views
and epic sunsets

For haunting beauty, it’s not
easy to beat the Luvuvhu River
drive, which wends its way
through the fever tree forests on
the banks of the Luvuvhu River in
Kruger’s far north. Nyalas and
elephants abound and the forest
teems with birdlife. If you’re lucky,
you may even spy a leopard.
Best for Game viewing
and birdwatching

3 R62 BETWEEN ASHTON AND CALITZDORP Klein Karoo
The R62 is SA’s answer to Route 66 in the US.
A narrow strip of weather-beaten tar snakes
its way through spectacular, arid terrain. The
whole route forms an alternative to the N2,
but the part between Ashton and Caltizdorp
includes the most spectacular poorts, passes
and a handful of oh-so-quaint Karoo towns.
Best for Rock formations and Karoo hospitality

WE LOVE
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CLARENCE DRIVE
False Bay

The road between
Gordon’s Bay and
Rooi-Els is the R44.
But whatever you
call it, it’s an amazing
drive. It’s even better
than Chapman’s Peak:
longer, with less traffic
and more whales,
and there’s no toll.
Best for Whale-watching
and sundowners

5 SANDSTONE ROUTE

The Eastern Free State
is littered with dramatic
sandstone rock formations. And though the
most iconic are found
in the Golden Gate
Highlands National
Park, you, nonetheless,
owe it to yourself (and
the passengers in your
car) to drive along the
200 km stretch from
Phuthaditjhaba through
to Ladybrand, breaking
the long journey with
overnight stops in the
national park and one
of the pretty dorps
en route.
Best for The rock
formations, sunrises
and sunsets

This is one of the most gorgeous roads in the
country. Where the N2 flies above deep river
gorges via fancy bridges, the R102 contorts
itself slowly up and down every single ravine.
It’s breathtaking.
Best for Hairpin bends and evergreen forests

8 SWARTBERG PASS Klein Karoo
The Swartberg Pass between Oudtshoorn and
Prince Albert condenses the Karoo into 25 km
of serpentine gravel bliss. It is the crowning
achievement of road-building guru Thomas Bain,
and its hairpin bends aren’t for the faint-hearted.
It’s often closed in winter due to heavy snowfall.
Best for Gravel lovers and engineering fundis

9 PANORAMA ROUTE Mpumalanga
This loop, starting and ending in Graskop, will
take you straight through magnificent Blyde
River Canyon to its legendary
viewpoints at God’s Window
and Bourke’s Luck Potholes.
On the home straight, visit
Pilgrim’s Rest, epicentre of the
1873 Gold Rush.
Best for Postcard views and gold-rush history
10

Free State

SANI PASS
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2 LUVUVHU RIVER ROAD

Kruger National Park

Namaqualand
Everywhere you turn
in the tiny town of
Nieuwoudtville, there’s
a top-notch drive with
your name on it. Van
Rhyns Pass, which joins
‘the bulb capital of the
world’ to the N7, is a
vertiginous appetiser
and once you’re up
on the plateau, there
are flowers aplenty, the
most dramatic waterfalls,
a quiver tree forest and,
in nearby Loeriesfontein,
a windmill museum.
Best for Spring flowers
and windmills

7 R102 Garden Route

KZN Drakensberg
The all-gravel Sani Pass
features severe cutbacks,
poor road surfaces and
spectacular views. Only
to be attempted in a
4×4. No surprise that
it’s often closed during
winter. If you want to go
to the summit in Lesotho,
remember to pack
your passport.
Best for 4×4
enthusiasts
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