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Pitch perfect
(  H o w  t o  c H o o s e  a  c a m p s i t e  )

Where to put your tent is vital to the enjoyment of your trip.  
folloW these tips to avoid lightning strikes, flash floods or Worse…

LocaTioN
Sometimes you have  
to ignore all the other 
advice and go for the 

spot with the best view. 
You only live once, hey.

Know this
4   

once you’ve finally 
settled on a spot, it’s 
a good idea to pick 
up any stones, twigs 

and thorns – punctured 
air mattresses are  

no fun. 

 1   
terra firma 

The single most important 
thing is choosing a flat spot. 
there’s nothing worse than 
waking up at 4 am to find 
that you are sandwiched 
between your partner’s  

hairy armpit and the side  
of the tent.

 2   
leafy roof 

Camping under trees is  
great as it provides extra 

protection from the elements. 
But don’t ever put your  

tent under a lone tree on 
exposed terrain – lightning 

strikes are almost as 
dangerous as smelly feet.

 6   
wind chill factor 

Try to find a spot that’s protected 
from the wind – especially if you 
are in the Cape. slopes, rocks, 

buildings and trees can all act as 
barriers. But don’t go for a tree 
that looks like it may fall over.

 5   
animal instinct 

Are you in big five country and  
is there a big fence around your 
campsite? if the answers to these 
questions are ‘yes’ and ‘no’ (in 
that order), you’d best consider 

sleeping in your car.

 7   
bad neighbours 
Now that we’ve  

dealt with what nature 
can throw at you, it’s 
time to dwell on a far 
more dangerous foe: 
humans. try to avoid 

neighbours with 
young kids or large 
supplies of alcohol. 

 3   
be choosy 

Do you want to  
be very close to the 

toilets or as far away 
as possible? there’s 
no right or wrong 

answer, but take the 
ablution blocks into 

account when 
choosing.


