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ESPRESSO LAB
MICROROASTERS
Cape Town

Making the perfect
cup of coffee is all
about chemistry, and
this roastery at The Old
Biscuit Mill isn’t called
a lab for nothing. They
find new and innovative
ways to create a taste
sensation, so you owe
it to them to order
something different.
The Old Biscuit Mill,
375 Albert Road, Woodstock
021 447 0845
espressolabmicro
roasters.com
Best for iced espresso
called Black Ice

Caffeine
fix(ed)
By Nick Dall
1 ORIGIN Cape Town
The first place in SA to micro-roast
top-quality beans, and they’re still right
up there. Their warehouse-style tasting
room is a place to learn: try some new
coffees and brewing methods and soak
up the baristas’ knowledge.
28 Hudson Street, De Waterkant
021 421 1000
originroasting.co.za
Best for legendary bagels

Bean There roasts and serves only Fair Trade, single-origin
coffee from Africa, and it tastes really, really good. The
airy space is decked out with mod and retro pieces that
create a unique interior. And their ‘Drink Responsibly’
T-shirts are hard to resist.
44 Stanley Avenue, Milpark
087 943 2228, beanthere.co.za
Best for learning – cupping evenings Thursdays, 7:30 pm.
Find out fascinating facts about coffee while tasting.

8 THE FACTORY CAFE Durban

This reclaimed industrial space is
at the heart of Durban’s cafe culture.
Owned by Colombo Coffee and
Tea, there’s no doubting the quality
of the beverages and artisan food,
but the sideshow is also worth the
visit: there’s a barista training
centre, ever-changing graffiti,
and a freelance-friendly vibe.

369 Magwaza Maphalala Street
031 205 3283
factorycafe.co.za
Best for live music – check out their
Facebook page

6 TRUTH. COFFEE
Cape Town
2

ARTISAN COFFEE IN A CUP? WE JUST MADE
YOUR DAY THAT MUCH BETTER

What started as a
tiny hole-in-the-wall
bakery in 1997 has
expanded into an allday cafe and bistro.
Regulars are crazy
about their food and
baked goods, which
include some of the
finest croissants this
side of France, as well
as award-winning
cronuts. Of course,
you won’t want to
miss out on the pretty
impressive Arabica
blends too.
Shop D4, Hobart
Grove Centre,
Grosvenor Road
011 706 2387
junipas.co.za
Best for a kid-friendly
atmosphere
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4 JUNIPA’S Joburg

THE BEAN GREEN COFFEE
ROASTERY Durban

Father-daughter
duo Peter and Mel
Winter keep things
super simple at this
Bohemian hang-out.
All their beans are
imported straight
from Ethiopia and
they serve a long
list of varieties.

147 Helen Joseph
Road, Glenwood
031 201 8122
beangreen.co.za
Best for ’70s tunes
– on vinyl no less

Truth. is just about
as hipster as it gets
– their Probat roaster
was produced in the
1940s and there are
more beards here than
in all of Bloemfontein.
But none of this really
matters when tasting
the purity of bean
in cup. Acclaimed
coffee, and with
good reason.
36 Buitenkant Street, CBD
021 200 0440
truthcoffee.com
Best for their Home
Barista skills course
for R450

7 THE COFFEE

ROASTING CO.

9 STRICTLY COFFEE
Robertson

4TH AVENUE
COFFEE ROASTERS

Situated on the
breathtaking, picturesque Lourensford
Wine Estate, at last
count The Coffee
Roasting Co. carried
20 different varieties.
The cafe serves simple
food, and coffee is
front and centre.
Lourensford Wine Estate
021 847 0536
coffeecompany.co.za
Best for a weekend
cuppa – there is a
harvest market on
the wine estate
every Sunday

If you’re looking for
a boutique coffee
experience that is
decidedly un-hipster,
look no further than
Robertson’s finest for
artisan hand-roasted
java. It doesn’t hurt
that a view of the
Robertson valley
is included too.
5 Voortrekker Road
023 626 6691
strictlycoffee.co.za
Best for sightseeing,
outdoors and in –
look for the cafe’s
digital La Cimbali
espresso machine

‘Pink isn’t just a colour,
it’s an attitude,’ says
4th Avenue Coffee
Roasters. This spreads
all the way to the pink
Diedrich roaster in
their shop. Only AAA
beans are used and
they are roasted in
very small batches.
This spot is a local
favourite and
deservedly so.
4th Avenue, Parkhurst
082 378 2109
4thavenuecoffee.co.za
Best for lazy Sunday
breakfasts
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