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6   

 GIANT’S CUP  
WILDERNESS RESERVE

Underberg,  
KwaZulu-Natal

In a private enclave 
within the uKhahlamba-

Drakensberg Park, 
Giant’s Cup is a truly 
magical location. It’s 
also the home of the 
only lake in South 
Africa containing a 
fully self-sustaining 
population of trout. 

On the R617,  
210 km  

from Durban
033 701 1511
giantscup.co.za 
Hot tip Rent a  

rowing boat for  
R75 per day.

ANGLER’S

4  UNDERBERG-HIMEVILLE TROUT FISHING 
CLUB Underberg, KwaZulu-Natal

The UHTFC has 16 top-notch dams and  
60 km of pristine river fishing, but only a 
small selection – including the excellent Lake 
Ringstead – is open to non-members. None 
of the fishing could be considered ‘easy’, so 
beginners best steer clear.
Underberg and Himeville are around 210 km  
from Durban
082 636 3985, uhtfc.co.za 
Hot tip Become a member for only R900 for 
a year’s membership.

7  DE MOND  
NATURE RESERVE  
Cape Agulhas, Western Cape

These days, saltwater 
fly-fishing is extremely 
popular and although 
the beautiful estuary 
at De Mond doesn’t 
have the largest leervis 
or grunter in SA, it is 
perfect for fly-fishermen 
because it’s small and 
no boats are allowed.
On the R316, 200 km 
from Cape Town
028 425 1242
capenature.co.za  
Hot tip Take a trip 
there in summer to 
enjoy the estuary at  
its finest.

9  WAG-‘N-BIETJIE 
EKOPLAAS  
Bothaville, Free State

Yellowfish is widely 
considered the proudly 
SA equivalent to trout, 
and more and more 
fishermen tend to be 
targeting the species 
exclusively. This farm 
has 15 km of prime 
frontage on the Vaal 
River tributary.
On the S636,  
near Bothaville
082 826 7076 
wagnbietjie.net 
Hot tip Be prepared  
to wade through the 
water to find the 
perfect catch.

1  ELANDSPAD RIVER 
Du Toitskloof, Western Cape

I first learnt to fly-fish 
in this whisky-tinged 
mountain brook and 
I’ll keep coming back 
for just as long as my 
joints can handle it. Its 
feisty rainbow trout will 
rise to a well-presented 
dry fly all day long. 
For the physically fit, 
the higher areas offer 
beautiful scenery.
On the N1, just north  
of the Huguenot Tunnel
021 424 7725
piscator.co.za 
Hot tip Use tiny flies.

3  KRAAI RIVER  
Rhodes, Eastern Cape

Rhodes, home to more than 150 km of streams bursting with fat trout  
and yellowfish, is the trout-fishing capital of South Africa. Kraai River, 
along with other top-class still waters, will leave you spoilt for choice. 

On the R396, 330 km from Bloemfontein 
045 974 9290, wildtrout.co.za 

Hot tip Hire a guide.

5   
LAKENVLEI DAM 

 Belfast, Western Cape 
This government-owned 
trout dam way up in the 
mountains behind Ceres 
is stocked and managed 
by the Cape Piscatorial 
Society. The expansive 
waters offer stunning 

vistas, and there’s a hut 
for members. The fishing 
is best in cooler months. 

Off the R46, 170 km  
from Cape Town
021 424 7725
piscator.co.za  

Hot tip Bring a  
float tube.

2  CROCODILE RIVER 
Dullstroom, Mpumalanga 

Dullstroom is right at 
the heart of the ‘Trout 
Triangle’ and there is 
something for every 
kind of fly-fisherman. 
From ‘put-and-take’ 
ponds for beginners, 
to real trophy waters 
with tricky-to-dupe 
lunkers, the options 
are abundant. 
On the R540, 260 km 
from Joburg
013 254 0270
flyfishing.co.za 
Hot tip Fish with  
a sinking line.

8  KOSI BAY 
Maputaland, KwaZulu-Natal

When it comes down 
to saltwater fly-fishing 
for huge trophies, Kosi 
Bay is where it’s at. It’s 
especially famous for 
boasting the largest, 
meanest kingfish in the 
country. There are also 
plenty of other species 
in its warm subtropical 
waters, so you’ll have 
lots to choose from.
Off the R22, 430 km 
from Durban
035 592 0236
kznwildlife.com 
Hot tip Do some 
weight training 
beforehand!

10  KHUBELU RIVER 
Mokhotlong District, Lesotho

Some of the planet’s 
most unspoilt fishing is 
right on our doorstep, 
and Tourette Fishing’s 
incredible five-day tour 
to the remote Khubelu 
River should be on all 
serious anglers’ to-do 
lists. You’ll be hiking 
between campsites 
and fishing for trout 
that have never even 
seen a human being. 
In Mokhotlong District, 
120 km from the 
Caledonspoort border 
033 342 2793
tourettefishing.com  
Hot tip Take pics! 

CATCHING FISH ON AN ARTIFICIAL FLY IS 
CHALLENGING, BUT CAN BE SO REWARDING 
AND A GREAT FAMILY-BONDING OPPORTUNITY. 

HERE ARE THE BEST SPOTS TO CAST A LINE 
By Nick Dall
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