CHRISTMAS GEAR GUIDE

50
great
outdoor gifts
Jingle bells, jingle bells, what the heck am
I going to get everyone for Christmas?
Fear not! We’ve put together the ultimate
gear list for everyone from your uncle the
fisherman to your sister the trail runner.
Christmas shopping, sorted.
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BEACH & RIVER

Trail Tech cap

Casio Gulfmaster
GWN-1000B-1A

Made from quick-dry fabric, this
flap-cap is lightweight and comfy
for long days on the river.
R160 mrpricesport.com

sam reinders

This bombproof watch will alert
you to approaching storms.
It also provides a compass
bearing and temperature, and
it features a tide graph and
moon-cycle function. Enough
to make even the crustiest sea
dog smile.
R8 700 jamesralph.com

Columbia PFG
Airgill Chill Zero
This shirt comes with a hefty price
tag, but it’ll make the fisherman in
your family very happy. The fabric
reacts with your sweat to cool you
down and the UPF 50+ protection
keeps UV radiation off your lilywhite shoulders.
R1 550 columbiasportswear.co.za

Reef Rodeo Flip
This comfy, eco-friendly flop is
made from biodegradable EVA.
Its glue-free construction further
reduces its (carbon) footprint.
R400 031 312 8968 for stockists

GoPole Evo

Hi-Tec Halsey

GoPro selfies are all the
rage, but they’re often
ruined by a big black pole
dissecting the image.
Not any more. The Evo is
virtually transparent and
it even floats.
R800 a-tek.co.za

Once you’re done surfing,
blend in with the grommets on
the beachfront with this trendy
hoody. It may look like a city
slicker, but its sleek exterior
hides a seriously warm interior.
Zip-up pockets and stretchy
fabric complete the package.
R1 000 hi-tecdirect.co.za

T-Max 8 500LB
winch

Perception
Pescador 13.0
This tandem kayak is virtually
indestructible and great for
beginners. Use it anywhere:
Cruising down the Keurbooms
River, playing in the waves at
Margate Beach or pulling out
crayfish at Tietiesbaai.
R8 500 canoekayak.co.za

Camp Master 400
beach shelter

Gone are the days of needing an
entire U16 rugby team to get your
rubber duck onto the slipway. This
winch with synthetic rope and a
waterproof motor means Oom will
be able to do it all by himself – even
if the tide is on its way out.
R7 700 4x4megaworld.co.za

Tired of chasing your umbrella
from Umdloti to Umhlanga? This
pop-up shelter has sand pockets
to stop it flying away.
R600 campmaster.co.za

ATG Multi-Activity
30 ℓ backpack
You get splash-proof backpacks
and then you get this bright
orange number, which is 100 %
waterproof, dustproof, snowproof,
mudproof and a few other
proofs besides. A truly hardcore adventure companion.
R1 100 atgear.co.za

Rock Spring
These shoes have an elastic upper,
which means they look funky, fit
properly and breathe almost as
efficiently as a seasoned flautist.
Expect them to be a big hit
this summer.
R350 Intershu 011 345 8000
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CAMPING

Campingaz 2 Series
compact gas braai

Luci inflatable
solar lantern

If park regulations don’t allow for
a real fire, gas is 20 times better
than a microwave… This braai
features the same size grid as the
regular 2 Series but in a smaller,
travel-friendly package.
R2 700 086 152 7336
for stockists

This lantern folds up small for
easy packing, but when it’s
inflated it’ll stand tall in your
campsite or even float in the
pool. It delivers 80 lumens and
it costs nothing to run.
R220 sustainable.co.za

CTEK D250S
If you’re into overlanding you’ll
need a dual-battery system. This
clever thing charges your second
battery while you drive. A traditional
solenoid might require eight hours
of driving to charge a battery, this
system will do it in two.
R4 650 011 447 1370 for stockists

N-Rit BBQ gloves

The League of Beers

Why are so many braai gloves sold
as singles? If you’re left-handed or
accustomed to using both hands for
fine motor tasks (like all apes) then
these are the gloves to get.
R125 capeunionmart.co.za

sam reinders

This case contains 12 craft beers
with names like Dead Guy Ale and
The Bonecrusher. Chances are you
won’t love every beer, but you’ll
find a few that’ll make you think
twice before buying yet another
case of Amstel.
R400 yuppiechef.com

Meerkat Solid armchair

Kaliber Buffalo knife

You can get a camp chair for R150, but
that’s like comparing Dom Pérignon with
Oom Tas. This chair is one of the most
impressive things we’ve tested in
a long time: It’s comfy, sturdy and folds
up (relatively) small. And it can support
up to 200 kg – bring it on, Os!
R700 makro.co.za

A knife is only as good as its blade. This
one features a chunk of Swedish Sandvik
steel and an edge to be reckoned with.
Great for hunting, fishing or slicing
biltong in front of the telly.
R600 capeunionmart.co.za

Nite Ize Meteorlight
Have a ball, even when the sun sets.
The manufacturer claims that the
LED lights in this waterproof ball will
last for 11 years! Chances are you’ll
lose it on the beach in Sodwana long
before the battery runs out.
R220 awesometools.co.za

Sea to Summit
pocket clothesline

GSI 12-inch
steel frying pan
This lightweight, non-stick
pan will serve you well on
multi-day trails for many
years to come. The handle
folds away, too.
R225 rammountain.co.za

Atlasware
1 ℓ flask
You can’t go wrong with this
flask. The simple screw-in lid
will never let you down and
the stainless steel construction
can take a beating.
R325 atlasware.co.za
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FireWire
This two-pack of bendy
skewers will save space on
your braai grid. You can also
bag-marinade your meat
when it’s already threaded.
R240 yuppiechef.com

Perfect for de-ponging your socks
on the Otter Trail or for avoiding
exorbitant hotel laundry charges
in Paris. No pegs required.
R110 adventureinc.co.za

Coleman
Breckenridge
double sleeping bag
This roomy bag means the
missus won’t have to pack her
hot water bottle next time you
head to the Kalahari in winter.
It’s far less hassle than zipping
two bags together and the
cosy cowl is a winner.
R1 000 086 152 7336
for stockists
go-southernafrica.com

Flip-over braai
You don’t have to get your hands
dirty with this nifty braai – the
hinge system allows you to flip
your meat by simply pulling a
chain. It’s huge and could easily
feed 15 carnivores. Despite this,
it folds flat and can be kept in
the boot of your car for the
next braaimergency.
R430 outdoorwarehouse.co.za
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road tripping

Leatherman Rebar &
LED Lenser P7.2 combo
So, you urgently need to fix the
wiring underneath the bush trailer
late at night on a sandy track in the
Kalahari, while something hungry
roars nearby? Good thing your wife
got you this torch and multi-tool
combo deal as a present!
R1 560 awesometools.co.za

Moto-Quip
Seatmate

My First Book of
Southern African Birds

Wegry

A love of birds can transform
even the dullest Karoo drive
into a fascinating endeavour –
and the kids don’t need 3G signal
to take part. Start them early and
they’ll soon be more into robins
than Batman.
R100 kalahari.com

This seatback organiser
might not be the most
glamorous prezzie, but
you’ll be thanking us
when Junior can actually
find his comic book and
Steri Stumpie at 4.37 pm
somewhere between
Colesberg and Gariep.
R100 011 828 4150
for stockists

Zartek ZA-758
two-way radio

Thule Gauntlet
13-inch laptop case

Hi-Tec Zuuk Lite

If you’ve gone on a few Botswana
holidays with basic radios and
you’ve decided that you need
an upgrade, this handset is the
obvious choice. It features a much
longer range, heavy-duty casing
and 30-hour battery life – and you
don’t need a licence to operate it.
R950 per unit zartek.co.za

This sleek, water-resistant and shockproof case made from moulded foam
is specifically designed for Apple
fundis – it fits a 13-inch MacBook
Pro, an iPad and an iPhone in tightfitting compartments – but it will
work with any 13-inch laptop, tablet
and smartphone. There’s a 15-inch
version, too.
R1 000 thule.com

When you’re on the road, you want a shoe
that’s as comfortable as a slipper and as light
as a flip-flop, but tough enough to keep the
acacia thorns at bay. Enter this stylish slip-on
canvas number…
R600 hi-tecdirect.co.za

Aerobie Pro
The Frisbee has flown a
long way since the 1970s,
when headbands were
considered high fashion. This
long-distance ring is easy to fling
about and the soft rubber edge
makes catching it a doddle.
R150 capeunionmart.co.za

Zartek ZA-480
magnetic floodlight
Turn your Camry into a serious
game-viewing vehicle with this
1 600-lumen floodlight that
plugs into the cigarette lighter.
It’s rainproof and delivers
a beam length of 100 m.
R1 100 zartek.co.za

Camp Master
Safari Dome 510
There are expensive tents that
take less than a minute to pop
up and a bit longer to take
down. This isn’t one of them. It’s
a conventional tent weighing
in at a hefty 20 kg, but it comes
at a reasonable price and it will
comfortably sleep two adults
and two kids while keeping the
rain, mozzies and creepy-crawlies
outside where they belong.
R4 000 makro.co.za

Engel 40 ℓ
fridge/freezer
This workhorse runs off either 12 V or
220 V and it can go as low as -18° C
when the ambient temperature is
30° C! Bear in mind that it works
either as a fridge or a freezer: It can’t
do both simultaneously.
R8 500 4x4megaworld.co.za
go-southernafrica.com
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HIKING & RUNNING

Garmin GPSMap 64S
This fast, accurate little GPS can also
sync with your phone so you can read
e-mails and Facebook notifications
without having to get the handset out
of the ziplock bag at the bottom of
your backpack. Because that’s what
adventuring in 2014 is all about.
R5 200 garmin.co.za

sam reinders

Broadcast your passion
for the outdoors to all and
sundry with this stylish but
comfortable cotton T-shirt
from Jeep – the makers of all
things tough. It’s cut on the
large side so you can have an
extra slice of turkey and still
squeeze into a medium.
R315 jeepsa.co.za

UST waterproof
notebook
There isn’t a runner on earth who hasn’t had
a headphone cable disaster. These sweat-proof,
rechargeable Bluetooth earbuds link to your
music player or smartphone and they have an
eight-hour battery life. You can even take calls.
R2 200 dionwired.co.za
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Boreal Flyers

This stylish cap won’t lose its
shape if you cram it into your
windbreaker pocket when you
sit down for a King Steer burger
at the Kroonstad Ultra City. The
short peak has a fold in the
middle and the headband keeps
perspiration out of your eyes.
R275 capeunionmart.co.za

These shoes are great for a
trail run after work or for the
odd overnight hike on easy
terrain. They’re lightweight
and comfortable and they
provide good traction and
stability protection so you
won’t twist an ankle. Pricey,
but Salomon is the Land
Rover of the shoe world.
R1 800
sportsmanswarehouse.co.za

Jaybird BlueBuds

These featherweight tights
are perfect for the road or
the trail, and a cunning back
pocket means you can carry
your keys or a safety whistle.
They’re made from quick-dry,
moisture-wicking fabric that
will last a good few years.
R350
capeunionmart.co.za

Outdoor Research
pocket cap

Jeep T-shirt

Salomon XT
Wings 3 (for women)

K-Way Dometer
short tights
(for women)

Plastic-coated pages mean that
this old-school notebook is totally
amphibious. The supplied pencil won’t
smudge at all, but the notebook also
works with a regular HB. Perfect for
survival poetry on the Drakensberg
escarpment during a thunderstorm.
R75 capeunionmart.co.za

These “approach” shoes are as
versatile as Willie le Roux. They
can handle off- and on-path
action and they’re even up for
a bit of climbing.
R2 500 rammountain.co.za

NiteCore HC50
This headlamp is
phenomenally bright. The
565-lumen beam will make
sure the rowdy okes at the
other end of the campsite
know exactly who you are.
R1 500 nitecoresa.co.za

CHRISTMAS GEAR GUIDE

CYCLING

Exposure Diablo
bike light
Unlike most bike lights, this one
doesn’t have a cumbersome battery
pack that you need to strap to your
frame. The rechargeable battery
and 1 100-lumen light are both
housed in a single unit, which can
be mounted to your helmet or the
handlebars of your bike.
R3 000 capecycles.co.za

First Ascent Crank
shorts (for men)

Toast Coetzer

The worst thing about cycling
shorts is that they look like cycling
shorts. Not these ones. Now you
can walk into Vida and look like
a normal customer, while still
enjoying the on-saddle comfort
that the padded gusset provides.
R1 000 firstascent.co.za

Capestorm UV
arm protectors
These have a UPF 50+ rating
and they’ll save your skin if
you’re going to be spending
a long time in the saddle.
R250 capestorm.co.za

Nite Ize HandleBand
Why fork out the cash for a
specialised bike computer when
you can strap your phone to your
handlebars and use any number
of navigation and training apps?
R335 awesometools.co.za
80 December 2014

First Ascent
All Weather bootie
Riding with wet shoes is about as
much fun as hiking with wet boots.
Most cycling shoes aren’t waterproof,
which is where these things come in.
They zip over your shoes to keep the
water and muck out.
R350 firstascent.co.za

First Ascent
Rapid helmet
First Ascent is a new player in the
helmet market. This well-priced
model is great for mountain biking
or road cycling, it offers good
protection and it’s as breathable
as much more expensive helmets.
R650 firstascent.co.za

