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GEAR WATCHES

I bought my Casio Protrek watch 
in 2008 after I saw it advertised 
in go! What a tough watch it has 
proved to be! 

I’d barely had it a week when  
I forgot it on the roof of my car. I 
pulled away and heard it slip o� 
onto the tar. The vehicle behind 
me drove over it. It had some deep 
scratches, but it still worked.

I was also in a quad-bike 
accident and I broke my wrist  
– the one wearing the watch.   

11 Apple Watch 
Predictably, Apple has announced that it will launch a watch in early 2015. 
It will be called the Apple Watch (not the iWatch) and it will come in three 
incarnations – for average Joes, sportspeople and trendsetters. 

You’ll be able to read the time (duh), check the weather, send messages, 
answer calls and track your �tness with the built-in heart-rate monitor. Then 
there’s the “tap” feature, which will “let friends or loved ones know you’re 
thinking of them with a silent, gentle tap they’ll feel on the wrist”. Hmm… 

The traditional-looking crown can be turned to zoom and scroll, and 
the scratch-resistant sapphire face will sense touching and pressing – a 
function new to touch-screen devices. To charge it, simply snap the 
magnetic connector to the back. 

All of these features will only work if it can sync an iPhone 5 or later,  
and prices will start at about R5 000.
More info:  apple.com/watch

12 Breitling Emergency II
This isn’t just a watch; it’s a personal locator beacon (PLB) that will allow 
a search-and-rescue team to �nd you anywhere in the world – as long as 
you’re conscious enough to deploy the signal. The �rst Emergency came out 
in 1995, but it only transmitted on one frequency. New protocols require all 
PLBs to transmit on two frequencies, so Breitling had to invent a new circuit, 
a new double-antenna system and a special rechargeable battery small and 
powerful enough to �t into something that could be worn on your wrist. 

The whole thing is housed in a titanium case with a sapphire face, but 
what you’re really paying for is the PLB; a regular Breitling can cost as “little”  
as R35 000. (Take note: Breitling is awaiting approval from ICASA before they 
can bring the Emergency II into the country…)
Who would want one? Famous owners of the Emergency include Brad Pitt, 
Bear Grylls, Richard Branson…
R204 300  breitling.com

Weight: 140 g (without strap)
Water-resistant: 120 m

The watch survived. 
I’ve travelled rough through 

several African countries with 
it, and it has served me well in a 
Drakensberg storm and on a few 
scuba-dives.

Recently, a car knocked me 
o� my bike at 50 km/h. I fell onto 
my watch, but (no surprise) it 
still works. Unbelievable. I can 
seriously recommend this Casio  
– it’s worth every cent. 
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My indestructible Casio Protrek    REAL LIFE 
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