Pull up a

chair

Life isn’t the same if you don’t have somewhere comfy to plonk
your behind. This month we spent a lot of time sitting around the
braai, all in the name of research. Hey, someone’s got to do it!
WORDS NICK DALL PICTURES JAMES GARAGHTY

Trail Kids’ Armchair
This is one of the sturdier kids’ chairs around.
The fabric is thick, the drinks holder is better
than those on some adult chairs and the legs are
solid. It’s rated to 60 kg – three or four times the
weight of your average toddler – so it should
last a good few years. Also available in blue.
Pros: Lightweight; folds up small; durable
Cons: Can topple over quite easily; flimsy
carry bag
Weight rating: 60 kg
R120 at Mr Price Sport mrpricesport.com

Cape Union Brazilian
Beach Chair
This low-slung lounger is perfect for the beach or
the cricket. It looks summery, it’s easy to transport
and its backrest can lie almost flat: useful when the
Ozzies are 575 for 2 and you’ve had one too many
Castle Draughts. It’s a steal at this price, but you’ll
need to treat it gently: no rocking, no jumping and
no canoodling at Llandudno on Valentine’s Day.
Pros: Lightweight; folds up flat; adjustable
backrest; affordable
Cons: Not very sturdy; polyester fabric is quite thin
Weight rating: 120 kg
R175 at Cape Union Mart capeunionmart.co.za

Adjust the backrest
here – just don’t try
to do it once you’re
already sitting.

Put a tent peg through the hole at the base of
each leg to prevent toddler topple.
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Trail Super
Armchair
This is about as basic as a camp chair
gets. Even though the materials aren’t
particularly cheap or nasty, we didn’t find
the overall package very comfortable –
especially if you’re on the large side. The
chair is lower, narrower and smaller than
the other adult chairs on test. If your
budget is as small as your body, it will
suit you fine, but if you’re more Kobus
Wiese than Cheslin Kolbe you’d better
choose something bigger.
Pros: Lightweight; folds up small; carry
bag included; one-year warranty
Cons: Not very comfortable
Weight rating: 100 kg
R200 at Mr Price Sport
mrpricesport.com

Bush Baby Safari Chair
This is without doubt the best value chair on test. It looks and feels
like a R500 chair but costs half that. The legs are solid with a capital S,
it’s exceptionally comfortable and it scores top marks for appearance.
My only niggle is the hanging drinks holder, which would never work
with a wine glass.
Pros: Affordable; tough; comfortable; great carry bag
Cons: Relatively bulky when packed; average drinks holder
Weight rating: 120 kg
R250 at Checkers checkers.co.za

Campmaster Classic 400
Oversize Chair
The “oversize” in the name is a bit of a stretch, but it is slightly
bigger than most cheap camp chairs. If you’re an average South
African, it will be more accommodating. At only R170 it seems a
bargain, but the only way to be sure with any entry-level chair is to
test it to destruction – something that this feature didn’t allow for.
Pros: Lightweight; folds up small; carry bag included, although
it’s flimsy
Cons: Not very comfortable
Weight rating: 110 kg
R170 at Makro makro.co.za
go-southernafrica.com
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Cape Union Moon Chair
This chair is so comfortable I was tempted to move it into my
lounge. Its commodious design encourages daydreaming
and impromptu catnaps – it’s at its best when you throw your
head back and gaze at the clouds or the stars. Better cancel all
those plans for kayaking and hiking because you’ll want to sit
around all day, guaranteed.
Pros: Extremely comfortable; durable; very strong carry bag
Cons: Not great for eating or upright sitting; not very compact
Weight rating: 120 kg
R600 at Cape Union Mart capeunionmart.co.za

Adjust the
angle of the
backrest
here.

Dreamtime Sitting Hammock
Get yourself one of these (and a Cuba libre) and even
Hartbeespoort Dam will feel like Havana. The wooden
crossbar means you’ll only need one branch or beam to
hang it from (it comes with a D-ring and a hefty nylon
rope to make this safe and easy) and the pure cotton seat
is breathable and very comfy.
Pros: Extremely comfortable; only needs one tree/beam;
small and lightweight
Cons: You might never get up again.
Weight rating: Depends on the tree…
R590 (plus R60 postage) at dreamtimehammocks.co.za

Natural Instincts Oversized
Racing Armchair
It might look like a bog-standard R200 chair, but the devil’s in
the details with this one. For starters, it really is oversized, which
means that it’s comfortable for oversized people. Next, it’s got an
adjustable backrest, which means that it’s actually three chairs in
one. It’s also got a padded seat, a zip-up pouch in the headrest
(to put a pillow in, I think) and the drinks holder is insulated.
Pros: Strong; comfortable; adjustable backrest
Cons: Quite bulky when packed
Weight rating: 120 kg
R620 at Outdoor Warehouse outdoorwarehouse.co.za
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT

Campmaster Director
300 Chair
This aluminium-framed chair is comfortable
to lounge in (no pokey bits), but it also keeps
your back upright so you can eat a sloppy
potjie with no fear of spillage. The rigid table is
a winner, the organiser pouch has a few useful
compartments, the aluminium legs are thick
enough to inspire confidence and it folds up
nice and flat.
Pros: Comfortable; sturdy; rigid table; oneyear warranty
Cons: Aluminium may not be as strong as steel.
Weight rating: 125 kg
R600 at Makro makro.co.za

Campmor Director’s
Chair
Campmor chairs are of an entirely different
calibre. The 1,2 mm steel used for their legs,
and the ripstop canvas on their seats and
backrests, mean that they are unbreakable.
The understated safari look also doesn’t
date. We tested three chairs in their range
and all were amazing. This was my favourite.
It’s comfortable, the metal glass rest means
business and the canvas pouch is handy.
There’s no rigid table like on other director’s
chairs, but who cares?
Pros: Unbreakable; comfortable; will last a long
time; folds up small; excellent value for money
Cons: Quite heavy
Weight rating: 250 kg
R790 at outdoorwarehouse.co.za
go-southernafrica.com

High Seat Bush Blind
If you’re a birdwatcher, photo
grapher or hunter, your success
depends on how well you blend
in with your surroundings. What
better way to do this than to
perch up a tree? This ingenious
contraption packs down to about
the same length as an average
ironing board (although it’s
heavier) – you can walk fairly
comfortably with it on your back.
When you find a likely spot, unfold the 2,65 m ladder, fasten the
seat to the tree using the ratchet
straps and clip yourself into the
safety harness. Then rest your
binoculars, telephoto lens, or rifle
barrel on the metal bar and wait
for the animals to come to you…
Pros: Safe; smaller than a
bird hide
Cons: Weighs 13,5 kg
Weight rating: None given
R3 420 at Sadec Trade
082 570 1560
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Oztrail Zeus
Armchair
The name says it all: This chair is
not made with mere mortals in
mind. Everything is on a different
scale: The 600D polyester seat is
vast, the steel legs are 22 mm thick
and the insulated drinks holder is
more like an ice bucket. It’s virtually
unbreakable (not even the biggest
Bulls supporter weighs 300 kg,
even with his bokkie on his lap),
but if you’re a regular-sized adult
it’s not as comfortable as you’d
expect. I’m 6 foot and my feet
barely touched the ground when
I sat in it. But my dad who’s 6 foot
6 thought he’d died and gone to
Elysium when he tested it out.
Pros: Made for plus-size models;
unbreakable; very well padded
Cons: Huge; heavy; too big for
some people
Weight rating: 300 kg
R900 at leading outdoor retailers
seagullindustries.co.za

WHEN NATURE CALLS

Oztrail Twin Flush 20 ℓ
portable toilet
No feature on chairs would
be complete without paying
deference to the throne. This
model uses the classic design:
the top tank contains clean
water while a small amount of
disinfectant is added to a few
cups of water in the bottom
tank. Flushing is a two-step
process: Press the “accordion”
button firmly to get the water
moving, then pull the T-lever to
release the trapdoor to Hades.
As long you’re not the one
cleaning it, this loo is pleasant
to use, especially if you perch it
somewhere with a view. But no
matter what caravanners tell
you, cleaning, emptying and
maintaining it isn’t much fun.
Pros: Odour-free; sturdy
Cons: Tank number two
will have to be emptied
at some point.
Weight rating: 150 kg
R1 300 at leading
outdoor retailers
seagullindustries.co.za
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Move this pillow up and
down its tracks to achieve
optimum comfort.

Natural Instincts
Rocking Chair
This beast of a chair (122 x 66 cm
when folded flat!) is impractical
and amazing at the same time. If
space is at a premium there’s no way
it’ll find its way into your boot, but
if you’re trying to furnish a holiday
house or if you’re caravanning
without the kids you’ll appreciate
the blissful comfort it provides. My
only gripe is that it can’t not rock
(quite annoying if you’re trying to
focus your binoculars on an LBJ
30 m away).
Pros: Rocks smoothly; strong;
sturdy; comfortable
Cons: Very big when folded;
no “off” button
Weight rating: 120 kg
R1 100 at Outdoor Warehouse
outdoorwarehouse.co.za

