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This kids’ jacket folds
into itself. Junior can
wear it around his
waist or pack it in
his schoolbag when
rain threatens.
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Thanks to First
Ascent’s Interconnect zip system
you can choose
your own inner for
this jacket.

Sophia van Taak
tested this jacket in
the Drakensberg. The
K-Way Quinta passed
with flying colours.
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• Waterproof. Also
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LET IT
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WATERPROOF AND
BREATHABILITY
RATINGS EXPLAINED

known as “water head” or
“water column”, this is a
measurement in millimetres
of how much water – in a
vertical column – the fabric
can support. The higher
the number, the better.
• Breathability. This
measures how many grams
of water vapour can pass
through a square metre of
fabric in a 24-hour period.
A higher rating is better.
• Durability. This is just as
important, but unfortunately
it can’t be quantified. As a
rule of thumb, the brands
Gore-Tex and TNF HyVent
have very good reputations.

Life’s not much fun if your socks are soggy, your teeth
are chattering and your hair is streaked against your face.
But fear not, with these jackets and other waterproof things,
you’ll be able to weather any storm.
WORDS NICK DALL PICTURES JAMES GARAGHTY

Drimac Junior
Original Jacket

K-Way Kids’ Drizzle
Rain Jacket

I grew up in Cape Town, wearing a
succession of ever-bigger Drimacs
every winter. If you go into the
garage at my parents’ beach house
you’ll still see them there.
Drimac likes to keep things
simple – with kids this is a good
thing – and the cotton lining has
always been a winner. In terms of
technical performance, it’s not as
advanced as its peers but it’s still a
great jacket. The adult version will
cost you R480.
Waterproof: Only water-resistant.
Breathability: No rating.
R350 at outdoorwarehouse.co.za

As the name suggests, you
wouldn’t want to rely on this
jacket in a serious downpour
(and it’s not breathable at all), but
it’s more than adequate for your
average family outing. The jacket
comes in a variety of bright colours
and the hood zips into the collar.
What’s more, the whole jacket folds
into itself to form a bum bag that
can be worn around the waist.
K-Way also makes adult
versions of the same jacket:
the men’s Torrential and the
women’s Misty, both R700.
Waterproof: 3 000 mm

1

76 August 2015

2

Breathability: 0 g
R500 at capeunionmart.co.za

3 K-Way Women’s
Quinta Rain Jacket
The Quinta is marketed as a hardshell hiking jacket, but the design is
so trendy you can also wear it with
your jeans. It’s made of waterproof
and breathable “K-Tech” material,
the thin taffeta lining wicks away
moisture and the fleece collar will
keep your neck cosy. It has waterrepellent zips and a chest pocket
for your iPhone.
The cuffs are elastic and adjust
able and the removable hood fits
low over your forehead so it will
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stay put even in windy weather.
A nice extra is the mesh pocket
on the inside.
Despite all this, it’s light and
comfortable to wear.
Waterproof: 5 000 mm
Breathability: 5 000 g
R1 400 at capeunionmart.co.za

It’s not nearly as impressive on the
breathability front, but for a slowish
hike in the pouring rain there isn’t
a better-value jacket out there.
Waterproof: 17 500 mm
Breathability: 4 000 g
R1 400 at outdoorwarehouse.
co.za

The North Face
Resolve Jacket

Hi-Tec Women’s
Leero 3-in-1 Jacket

The North Face makes some of the
world’s best mountain equipment
and although this jacket is an
entry-level product, there’s still a lot
going for it – not least the incredible
waterproof rating of the HyVent
fabric and its renowned durability.

This is a good general purpose
winter jacket. The removable
fleece inner is standard and the
rain-jacket component is nice and
long, with good waterproof specs.
It’s not very breathable, but at least
the price won’t make you gasp.
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Waterproof: 5 000 mm
Breathability: 2 000 g
R1 600 at hi-tecdirect.co.za

6 First Ascent Men’s
Alpha Jacket
The Alpha is a serious rain jacket:
It has good breathability, a re
movable hood, roomy pit zips and
a sneaky music player or phone
compartment. But what sets it
apart from its competitors is First
Ascent’s Inter-connect zip system
that allows you to create your own
3-in-1 jacket by choosing from a
number of interchangeable shells
and inners.
Have a look at the very fetching

(and warm) First Ascent Anchor
(R800) that I chose to pair with
the Alpha…
Waterproof: 5 000 mm
Breathability: 5 000 g
R1 700 at firstascent.co.za

7 Capestorm Women’s
Nilas Ski Jacket
The Nilas is the most attractive
jacket on test, but don’t let its
good looks fool you – it’s got
heavyweight tech specs to match.
To touch, the waterproof fabric is
so soft and sleek it feels almost
canvassy, and it’s warm and puffy
without making you feel like the
Michelin Man.

The Nilas is designed to be a ski
jacket, but you could easily wear it
to work and to dinner. To ramp up
its versatility even further, both the
(faux) fur trim and the hood itself
are removable.
Waterproof: 5 000 mm
Breathability: 5 000 g
R1 900 at outdoorwarehouse.
co.za and capestorm.co.za

8 K-Way Men’s
Kilimanjaro ‘12
Shell Jacket
This is one of K-Way’s flagship rain
jackets, and it does boast meneer
tech specs: Its waterproof and
breathability ratings are through
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FOR
THE REST
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OF YOUR
BODY
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STORM PROOFER
You might be surprised
to read that all the
jackets in this feature
can be machinewashed, and many can
be tumble-dried, too.
In many cases washing
actually improves the
jacket’s performance
– as long as you follow
the instructions on the
label and use a technical
detergent like this one.
R100 for 300 ml
at capeunionmart.
co.za
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ON MY
WISH
LIST
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9
the roof. It also has 27 cm-long
pit zips to allow you to open up
perspiration windows under each
arm and a two-way separator for
the main zip, which means you
can leave the top or the bottom
(or both sides) of the zip open.
The best part is the price.
K-Way has managed to keep it
relatively cheap by using their own
waterproof technologies instead
of a big brand name like Gore-Tex.
Is it as good as the Black Diamond
jacket? Never. But is it four times
worse? I doubt it.
Waterproof: 15 000 mm
Breathability: 15 000 g
R2 000 at capeunionmart.co.za
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Ronhill Trail
Tempest Jacket
9

Ronhill is a British running brand
established by former Olympic
marathon champion Ron Hill,
and this jacket is definitely
designed with runners in mind.
It’s lightweight (only 250 g), it’s
got reflective strips and it’s very
breathable (with extra help from
the big back vent). The jacket
also has a good waterproof rating
and it folds into a pouch that you
can strap to your waist when it’s
not raining.
The only thing I run these
days is the dishwasher, but
I reckon I could find dozens

of other uses for this extremely
well-made jacket.
Waterproof: 10 000 mm
Breathability: 15 000 g
R3 000 at thesweatshop.co.za
and adventureinc.co.za

Black Diamond Front
Point Shell Jacket
10

This jacket is engineered to meet
the demands of “professional
alpine athletes”, and it uses
the world’s best materials and
techniques to achieve this. GoreTex is often used as a generic term
to describe waterproof fabrics, but
it’s actually a registered trademark.
And the Front Point doesn’t use

regular Gore-Tex either – it’s
constructed from three-layer,
bonded Gore-Tex Pro, which is
more waterproof and breathable
than any fabric out there. It’s
also more rugged and durable
– literally designed for Everest.
Seven grand is a heck of a lot
to pay for a jacket, but if you’re
planning on spending loads
of time above the snowline it’s
probably a worthwhile investment.
And it comes with Black Diamond’s
no-questions-asked guarantee.
Waterproof: 28 000 mm
Breathability: 25 000 g
R6 750 at drifters.co.za and
rammountain.co.za

First Ascent Velocity
Snow Glove
11

You know that feeling when your
gloves have soaked through
and your knuckles start to seize
up? Well, you won’t ever have to
experience that again if you’re
wearing these. They’re waterproof
and warm and they have a strap at
the wrist and an elasticised hem in
the cuff to ensure no snow or rain
seeps down your arm.
R500 at firstascent.co.za

12 Black Diamond
Front Point Gaiter
Gaiters are underrated. Even in a
light drizzle, the fynbos that brushes
go-southernafrica.com

against your ankles is drenched in
water. Without gaiters, that water
will find its way into your boots, no
matter how waterproof your boots
are. In a real downpour the same
thing will happen even if there are
no bushes around.
Admittedly, these gaiters are
designed for ice climbing and are
made from real Gore-Tex, so they’re
probably overkill for South African
conditions, but they seem well
priced and they’ll last a lifetime.
R900 at drifters.co.za and
rammountain.co.za
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Trail Rain Poncho

Every hiker should carry one of

these in their pack, just in case.
PVC is 100 % waterproof and 0 %
breathable, but due to the huge
openings on the side this isn’t too
much of an issue. This poncho is
cheap, and relatively durable.
R50 at mrpsport.com

Capestorm Men’s
Front Point Pants
14

Serious rain pants are quite hard to
find in South Africa, but these broeks
offer performance and innovation
at a price that’s hard to beat. With
decent waterproof (5 000 mm)
and breathability (5 000 g) specs,
removable braces and zips that
extend all the way up each leg

so you can pull them over your
boots, you can’t go wrong.
R400 at capestorm.co.za

15 Hi-Tec Altitude
Pro RGS WP
This is Hi-Tec’s flagship boot and it’s
built to take some serious abuse.
Provided you’re wearing gaiters,
your feet will stay dry. The lining
is 100 % waterproof and the boot
surface is water-repellent.
These boots also have HiTec’s RollinGait system, which
encourages the natural roll of your
foot to save a little bit of energy
every time you take a step.
R2 600 at leading outdoor retailers
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OTHER
WATERPROOF
STUFF
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16 Sea to Summit
Ultrasil Trekking
Umbrella
Most pocket umbrellas are clunky
and flimsy. Not this one: It weighs
only 225 g and fits into a pouch
about the same size as your
spectacle case. Despite its size, it’s
sturdy enough to withstand heavy
rain and light wind. Keep one in
your handbag or cubbyhole.
R250 at drifters.co.za and
adventureinc.co.za

17 Osprey High-Vis
Rain Cover
These days, most decent hiking
backpacks come with a built-in
rain cover, but if yours is an older
model you should get one of these.
It’s bright, completely waterproof
80 August 2015

and the 210D ripstop nylon means
it probably won’t tear. This one fits
20 – 40 ℓ packs, but other sizes
are available.
R250 at mountainmailorder.co.za
and adventureinc.co.za

Sea to Summit 8 ℓ
eVac Dry Sack
18

We’ve featured loads of dry bags
over the years, but the eVac is
special. Not only is it far lighter than
other dry bags of the same capacity,
but the waterproof, air-permeable
eVent fabric on the base means
that once you’ve closed it you can
squeeze out all the air to make a
more compact package that will
fit more easily into your backpack
or the bow of your kayak.
R290 at leading outdoor stores like

Outdoor Warehouse, Due South and
Cape Union Mart

Overboard
Waterproof Small
Phone Case
19

This soft, plastic pouch doesn’t
look like much, but after a day
testing it while fly-fishing, I can
tell you that it works. Because it’s
a pouch, not a snug-fitting case, it
can accommodate a wide range of
smartphones, but you can still use
the touch screen and the camera.
Overboard recommends doing
a tissue test (put a tissue in the
pouch and leave it in a bowl of
water for half an hour) before you
use it for your phone, although
this is probably more to protect
against people who have a hard

time reading instructions… Once
you know how to use the clips that
secure the pouch, your phone will
stay dry to depths of up to 6 m.
R500 at cellucity.co.za and
overboardafrica.co.za

20 Overboard Classic
20 ℓ Waterproof
Backpack
UK start-up Overboard specialises
in one thing only: 100 % waterproof
protection for your possessions.
This pack is extremely rugged
so it’s a bit bulkier and less com
fortable to wear than a regular
20 ℓ backpack, but if you follow
the sealing instructions it will be
waterproof, snow-proof, sandproof and dirt-proof.
R1 340 at overboardafrica.co.za

